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. Unconditional 
Surrender 


By EVANGELIST COVELL KEENUM 
507 3rd Ave., W. Decatur, Alabama 


“Then Jerubbaal, who is Gideon, 
and all the people that were with 
him, rose up early, and pitched 
beside the well of Harod: so that 
the host of the Midianites were 
on the north side of them, by the 
hill of Moreh, in the valley. And 
the Lord said unto Gideon, The 
people that are with thee are too 
many for me to give the Midian- 
ites into their hands, lest Israel 
vaunt themselves against me, say- 
ing, Mine own hand hath saved 
me. Now therefore go to, pro- 
claim im the ears of the people, 
saying, Whosoever is fearful and 
afraid, let him return and depart 
early from mount Gilead! And 
there returned of the people 
twenty and two thousand; and 
there remained ten thousand. And 
the Lord said unto Gideon, The 
people are yet too many; bring 
them down unto the water, and I 
will try them for thee there: and 
it shall be, that of whom I say 
unto thee, This shall go with thee, 
the same shall go with thee; and 
of whomsoever I say unto thee, 
This shall not go with thee, the 
same shall not go. So he brought 
down the people unto the water: 
and the Lord said unto Gideon, 
Every one that Jappeth of the wa- 
ter with his tongue, as a dog lap- 
peth, him shalt thou set by him- 
self; likewise every one that bow- 
eth dowrn upon his knees to drink. 
And the number of. them that 
lapped, putting their hand to their 
mouth, were three hundred men: 
but all the rest of the people 
bowed down upon their knees to 
drink water. And the Lord said 
unto Gideon, By the three hundred 
men that lapped will I save you, 
and deliver the Midianites into 
thine hand: and let all the other 
people go every man unto his 
place.”—Judges 7:1-7. 


Unconditional surrender has al- 
ways been a bitter pill to swallow. 
Unconditional surrender turns the 
light om fence straddlers and they 


get on one side or the other, Of 
course many times this is very 
embarrassing. Here we have 32,- 
000 men following Gideon and 
22,000 turned back the very first 
time God tested them, The sec- 
ond test comes up and 9,700 more 
fall by the wayside, and with the 
300 God wins the battle. God de- 
mands unconditional surrender. 


God does not demand a silver 
or golden vessel; He demands a 
clean vessel. ‘If a man therefore 
purge himself from these, he shall 
be a vessel unto honour, sancti- 
fied, and meet for the master’s 
use, and prepared unto every good 
work” (II Tim. 2:21). 


Unconditional surrender made 
John Wickliffe the clean vessel 
God was looking for. God breathed 
on him and gave him courage to 
reject the papacy, renounce the 
wealth of the clergy, criticize the 
monks, reject transubstantiation, 
urge preaching, proclaim the 


(Continued on Page 4) 


of the Philistines gathered them together for to offer a great 
sacrifice unto Dagon their god, and TO REJOICE: for they 
said, Our god hath delivered Samson our enemy into our 


hand.” —Judges 16:21, 23. 


They ptt out a man’s eyes, then they sang. 


“And he said, It is not the voice of them that shout for 
mastery, neither is it the voice of them that cry for being 


Exod, 32:18. 

This morning we put before you 
the truth of sinning after singing. 
This was well illustrated in the 
fact that the disciples sang a 
hymn—sang it with Jesus—and 
after singing, went out to deny 
Him, to forsake Him, to follow 
Him afar off, to doubt Him, to fail 
Him, to dishonor themselves by 
desertion. 


Tonight we are to consider the 
truth of singing after sinning. 
Well illustrated is this in many 
portions of the scriptures, but 
especially in Exodus 32:18: “The 
noise of them that sing do I hear.” 
God has had Moses upon the 
mountain with Him—communing 
with him. We read: 

“And he gave unto Moses, when 
-he--had made an -end of conimun- 
ing with him up mount Sinai, two 
tables of testimony, tables of 
stone, written with the finger of 
God.”"—Exod. 31:18. 

Note here— 

1. The demand of the people. 

“And when the people saw that 
Moses delayed to come down out 
of the mount, the people gathered 
themselves together unto Aaron, 
and said unto him, Up, make us 
gods, which shall go before us; 
for as for this Moses, the man 
that brought us up out of the land 
of Egypt, we wot not what is be- 
come of him.’’—Exod. 32:1. 

Note now— 

2. The acquiescing demand of 
Aaron. 


Evangelist Covell Keenum 


“Ang Aaron said unto them, 


Jesus and a Good Man 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE, Editor 
fermon preached October 8, 1939, m Maywood, California. Stenographically reported for The 


Tonight I am going to preach on 
“Jesus and a Good Man.” The 
scripture is found in the third 
chapter of the book of John. 

.“There was a man of the 
Pharisees, named Nicodemus, 
a ruler of the Jews. The same 
came to Jesus by night, and 
said unto him, Rabbi, we know 
that thou art a teacher come 
from G@od: for no man can do 
these miracles that thou doest, 
except God be with him.” 

Now this fellow is a Pharisee, 
and i¢ you turn to the twenty- 
third ehapter of Matthew, you 
will find what they were. They 
were etean; they tithed; they 
prayed im public; they were good 
moral people—the strictest sect of 
religious people the world ever 
saw. 

‘The same came to Jesus 
by night, and said unto him, 
Rabbi, [Do you think Jesus 
was flattered when they called 
Him this?] We know that 
thou arta teacher come from 
Gods for no man can do these 
miractes that thou doest, ex- 
eept God be with him. Jesus 
answered and said unto him, 
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 

Except a man be born again, 
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Sword of the Lord.) 


he cannot see the kingdom of 

God. Nicodemus saith unto 

him, How can a man be born 

when he is old? can he enter 
the second time into his 
mother’s womb, and be born? 

Jesus answered, Verily, ver- 

ily, I say unto thee, Except 

a man be born of water 

[washed] and of the Spirit, 

[new life] he cannot enter 

into the kingdom of God. 

That which is born of the 

flesh is flesh; and that which 

is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

Marvel not that I said unto 

thee, Ye must be born again.” 

The Word of God comes to 
cleanse the sinner from sins and 
the Holy Spirit of God comes in 
to make a new creature, the new 
life of Christ in him. 

That which is flesh is only 
flesh. When you were born the 
first time you were born of flesh, 
that is, by mother and father. 
That is not the same as the Spirit. 

“That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh; and that which 
is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

Marvel not that I said unto 

thee, Ye must be born again.” 

So you must have a\ second 


sounds fishy to me. How can a 
man as old as I be born again? 
Tell me how I can have a new 
heart.’ Jesus said: 

“The wind bloweth where 
it listeth, and thou  hearest 
the sound thereof, but canst 
not tell whence it cometh, 
and whither it goeth: so is 
every one that is born of the 
Spirit. Nicodemus answered 
and said unto him, How can 
these things be? Jesus an- 
swered and said unto. him, 
Art thou a master of Israel, 
and knowest not these 
things ?” 

There are lots of preachers un- 
converted, multitudes of church 
people unconverted, Jesus said, 
‘You are a master of Israel and 
don’t know how to be a Christian? 
You must have a new heart; you 
must be born again.’ 

“Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, We speak that we: do 
know, and testify that we 
have seen; and ye receive not 
our witness. If I have told 
you earthly things, and ye 
believe not, how shall ye be- 
lieve, if I tell you of heavenly 
things? And no man hath as- 


birth. Nicodemus said, “That; 


«Continued on Page 2) 


overcome: but the noise of them that SING do I hear.’”— 


Break off the golden earrings, 
which are in the ears of your 
wives, of your sons, and of your 
daughters, and bring them unto 
me.’”’—Exod. 32:2. 

Note, too— 


3. What the people did and wi.at 
Aaron did. 


“And all ‘the people brake off 
the golden earrings which were in 
their ears, and brought them unto 
Aaron.” —Exod, 32:3. 

Think upon— 

4. God’s comment on their con- 
duct. 


“They have corrupted them- 
selves.”’ 


“They have turned aside quick- 
ly out of the. way which I com- 
mandéd them.” 

“They have made them a molten 
calf, and have worshipped it, and 
have sacrificed thereunto.” 

“It is a stiffnecked people.” 

“Let me alone, that my wrath 
may wax hot against them.” 

Consider how— 

5. Moses’ plea caused God to 
spare the people. 

“And Moses besought the Lord 
his God, and said, Lord, why doth 
thy wrath wax hot against thy 
people, which thou hast brought 
forth out of the land of Egypt with 
great power, and with a mighty 
hand ? Wherefore should the Egyp- 
tiang speak, and say, For mis- 
chief did he bring them out, to 
slay them in the mountains, and 
to consume them from the face of 
the earth? Turn from thy fierce 
wrath, and repent of this evil 
against thy people. Remember Ab- 
raham, Isaac, and Israel, thy serv- 
ants, to whom thou swarest by 
thine own self, and saidst unto 


SINGING AFTER SINNING 


By REV. ROBERT G. LEE, D.D., LL.D., Litt. D., Pastor 
Bellevue Baptist Church, Memphis, Tennessee 


“IT was the song of the drunkards.’’—Psa. 69:12. 

“But the Philistines took him, and put out his eyes, and 
brought him down to Gaza, and bound him with fetters of 
brass; and he did grind in the prison house. Then the lords 


Dr. Robert G. Lee 


them, I will multiply your seed 
as the stars of heaven, and all this 
land that I have spoken of will 
I give unto your seed, and they 
shall inherit it for ever.”—Exod. 
32:11-13. 


See the 
came— 


scene when Moses 


6. Down the mountain with twe 
Ribles of the commendments is 
his hands. 


“And Moses turned, and went 
down from the mount, and the 


two tables of the testimony were, 


in his hand: the tables were writ- 
ten on both their sides: on the one 
side and on the other were they 
written. And the tables were the 
work of God, and the writing was 
the writing of God, graven upon 
the tables.’’—Exod. 32:15-16, 


And note — 

7. What Joshua said to Moses. 

“And when Joshua heard the 
noise of the people as they shout- 
ed, he said unto Moses, There 
is a noise of war in the camp.’”— 
Exod. 32:17. 

And note— 

8. What Moses said to Joshua. 

“And he said, It igs not the voice 
of them that shout for mastery, 
neither is it the voice of them 
that ery for being overcome; but 

(Continued on Page 6) 


Jesus, | My Cross Have Taken 


Jesus, I my cross have taken, 

All to leave and follow Thee; 
Destitute, despised, forsaken, 

Thou, from hence, my all shalt be: 
Perish every fond ambition, 

All I’ve sought, and hoped, and known, 
Yet how rich is my condition, 
God and heaven are still my own! 


Let the world despise and leave me, 
They have left my Saviour, too; 
Human hearts and looks deceive me; 
Thou art not, like man, untrue; 
And, while Thou shalt smile upon me, zs 
God of wisdom, love, and might, a 
Foes may hate, and friends may shun meg f 
Show Thy. face, and all is bright, 


Man may trouble and distress me, 
’"Twill but drive me to Thy breast; 
Life with trials hard may press me, 
Heaven will bring me sweeter rest. 
© ’tis not in grief to harm me, 
While Thy love is left to me; 
O ’twere not in joy to charm me, ’ 
Were that joy unmixed with Thee, 


Haste thee on from grace to glory, 
Armed by faith and winged by prayer; 
Heaven’s eternal day’s before thee, 

God’s own hand shall guide thee there, 
Soon shall close thy earthly mission, 

Swift shall pass thy pilgrim days, 
Hope shall change to glad fruition, 

Faith to sight, and prayer to praise. 


—HENRY F. LYTE. 
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7 Jesus and a Good vem 


“Continued from Page 1) 
eended up to heaven, but he 
that came down from heav- 
en, even the Son of man 
which is in heaven.” 


Jesus said, ‘I am the only one 
who can come down and tell you 
how to get to Heaven. 1 am the 
only one who can tell you what 
goes on there. I am now in touch 
with the Father. If you do not 
listen to Me, nobody else can ever 
tell you how to get to Heaven.’ 


“And as Moses lifted up 
the serpent in the wilderness, 
even so must the Son of man 
be lifted up: That whosoever 
believeth in him should not 
perish, but have eternal life. 
For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begot- 
ten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not per- 
ish, but have everlasting life. 
For God sent not his Son into 
the world to condemn _ the 
world; but that the world 
through him might be saved. 
He that believeth on him is 
not condemned: but he that 
believeth not is condemned 
already, because he hath not 
believed in the name of the 
pPnly begotten Son of God. 
‘And this is the condemnation 
[that is why you go to Hell] 
that light is come into the 
world, and men loved dark- 
mess rather than light,  be- 
eause their deeds were evil. 
For every one that doeth evil 
hateth the light, neither com- 
eth to the light, lest his deeds 
should be reproved. But he 
that doeth truth cometh to 
the light, that his deeds may 
be made manifest, that they 
are wrought in God.” 


The Divine Must 


“Ye must be born again,” Jesus 
@aid. Isn’t that strange? That is 
a divine must. There are only a 
few things we must do. At our 
house, when money comes Mi, 
there are certain things we must 
pay. Sometimes if we have a 
Mttle extra, we will do other 


. things if we can. So there are 


some musts on our program. With 


-God there are some musts. God 


did not say, “I advise you that it 
would be a good deal safer if you 
were born again. I would really 
much prefer that You were born 
again.” No, He did not say that. 
He did not say, “Some people 
really need to be born again.” He 
paid, and said it three times, 
“Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be born again, he 
eannot see the kingdom of God.” 
and “Except a man be born of 
water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God,” 
and then He said, “Marvel not 
that I said unto thee, Ye must be 
borfi again.” Here is one divine 
mous t. 

You remember the poor Philip- 
pian jailor told about in the six- 
teenth chapter of Acts—he knew 
there was something he must do. 
He came trembling, fell down be- 
fore Paul and Silas and brought 
them out and said, “Sirs, what 
must I do to be saved?” He knew 
be was a sinner and was  con- 
demned. He said, ‘I feel tonight 
as if I am about to go to Hell. 
What must I do? What must I 
go?’ So there are a very few 
things we must do in this world. 
What are some of them? 


One of them is that you are 
going to have to die; you must 
die. You may say, “Brother Rice, 
I have to live, don’t I?” You give 
that excuse for selling beer or 
running a dance hall or something 
else. “I must live,” you say, and 
with that excuse you stay away 
from church. No, brother, you 
have to die and meet God, You 
maust die. 


Well, what else? “It is appoint- 


ed unto men once to die, but after 
this the judgment” (Heb. 9:27). 
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You must meet God. You will die 
and meet God. ‘ 

What else? You must spend 
eternity somewhere, You will 
spend it in Heaven or in Hell. 
There are only a few musts and 
one is, “Ye must be born again.” 

You know in India people drive 
a long, long way to get to the 
sacred water of the Ganges River 
where they say that those sacred 
waters will wash away their sins. 
There multitudes bathe. They 
take some of this water back 
home with them, this sacred wa- 
ter of the Ganges River, thinking 
that this water will some way 
gain favor with God. People come, 
and women throw their babies in 
there to be eaten by the croco- 
diles, in that river where they 
hope their sins will be forgiven. 

I saw a picture the other day of 
a Mohammedan. Long, long he 
walked. He was going to Mecca, 
thinking that when he got to Mec- 
ca perhaps his sins would be for- 
given. It would be worth a life- 
time of effort to be saved. 

You must be saved, Isn't it 
strange how heathen people think 
of everything in the world; if 
they had millions of dollars, they 
would pay it gladly to be saved. 
Yet you who know salvation is 
free do not come and be saved! 
I did not say that you must be 
saved. Jesus said that. He said, 
“Ye must be born again.” 


You may say, “Brother Rice, 
my case is a peculiar one. I do 
the best 1 know how.” Well, sup- 
pose you do. The best you know 
how is not good enough. But no- 
body does the best he knows how. 
When you took God’s name in 
vain, you did not do the best you 
knew how. You say, “I go _ to 
church.” Nicodemus did, too. You 
say, “I pay my tithe.” Nicodemus 
did, too, and so did all the Phari- 
sees. You may say, “I am good 
to my family. I take care of my 
family.” But that is not good 
enough. “Marvel not that I said 
unto thee, Ye must be born again.” 
You say, “I am a member of the 
church.” That is nothing. Nico- 
demus was one of the seventy 
rulers in the Jews’ religious or- 
ganization, a member of the San- 
hedrin, and yet Jesus said, ‘Ye 
must be born again or go to hell.’ 

I preached on the square at 
Petersburg, Lllinois, some two or 
three weeks ago in a revival meet- 
ing. A large group of people 
heard me. It was on Saturday 
night. A man came along the next 
day and said, “Brother Rice, 1 
heard you on the square and i 
enjoyed it very greatly. Listen, I 
am anxious about this business of 
being born again. I am a PresBy- 
terian elder and have been in that 
church for forty years; and I have 
been an elder for about thirty 
years. I know nothing about be- 
ing born again. [I have not been, 
as far as I know. I want to talk 
to you some other time about 
that.” 

He was a Presbyterian elder 
and had never been born again 
and knew nothing about it. I tell 
you now, friends, all over this 
country there are plenty of people 
who are going to Hell because 
they lack this one thing. Jesus 
said, “Ye must be born again.” 
Nicodemus said, ‘I don’t under- 
Stand that. How can a man as 
old as I be born again? I don’t 
see any need for that.’ People say, 
“I am a member of the church. 
I have been baptized; I take the 
Lord’s Supper. I do the best I 
know—-I pray. Don’t you think I 
will get by?” I answer back in 
the words of Jesus: Nobody ever 
did and nobody ever will get to 
Heaven unless God works a mir- 
acle and makes you a new crea- 
ture and gives you a new heart. 
Without the new birth, nobody 
can get to Heaven and see God; 
None can ever enter the kingdom 
of God. “Ye must be born again.” 

I know some people who have 
#0 many ways to be saved, they 
think. “Well, we are just going 
to Heaven different routes. We 
are ali working for the same 
place. We all have the same 
place in mind.” But if you have 
any route which leaves this out, 
you will not get there. Somebody 
was confirmed back yonder. ‘1 
know. And baptized. Sure. And 
if that is all you have, you went 


down in the water a dry sinner 


——— 


and came up a wet sinner and 
you went on your way twofold 
more a child of Hell than before. 
It takes a new heart. 

You say, “Brother Rice, I give 
more than a lot of these hypo- 
critical church members, and | 
live better than a lot of them do.” 
But the best life you ever lived 
in this world is not good enough. 
Only be satisfied with a new 
heart. 


You may say, “I wish I had a 
peach tree in my yard.” Out in 
west Texas they have a lot of 
mesquite trees. They are mighty 
fine for some things, but you 
can’t grow Elberta peaches on 
mesquite trees. You say, “I wish 
I had a peach tree..” So you get 
a bushel of Elberta peaches and 
tie them on the mesquite tree. 
Presto, chango! Now you have a 
peach tree! That is the way with 
some of you and your religion. It 
is put on on the outside. But 
birds come along and peck on the 
peaches, and after a while they 
begin to rot and fall off, so all 
you have is that same old Mes- 
quite tree. You say, “I will re- 
form and change my way; I will 
turn over a new leaf.” But your 
dife is the same as it was be- 
fore because it comes out of the 
same dirty heart. You say that 
you are going to turn over a new 
leaf. “I am going to quit cursing,” 
you say. So you just get a little 
mad now. And about your smok- 
ing; instead of two packages a 
day you will only smoke one be- 
cause you have turned over a 
new leaf. Sure! You are a dif- 
ferent one of the same kind! But 
you are still a sinner. What you 
need is a new heart. You need God 
to make a new man out of you. 
If you do not have that, you are 
as certain for Hell as you Can be. 
“Ye must be born again.” 


I remember I preached on this 
text once in a country church at 
Liberty, Cooke County, Texas. A 
man out there, the president of 
the Farmer’s Union and a trustee 
of the school, bragged about how 
moral and fine he was. I preached 
that night on “Ye Must Be Born 
Again.” He had bragged about 
being a good moral man, that he 
was as good as the church mem- 
bers. His name was Martin. 


When I got through with the 
service, he came to me and said, 
“IT don’t like what you said. Some- 
body has been talking to you 
about me and now you personate 
me in public.” 

I said, “I do not know who you 
are and I do not know anything 
about you. But if you haven't 
been born again, you are going 
to Hell. You are bound for the bot- 
tomless pit unless you let God 
make a new heart out of the old 
heart.” 

And, my friend, that is for you 
tonight, tuo. You are not fit for 
Heaven. 


You say, “Well, preacher, that 
is all right for some people, but 
I grew up in the church.” You 
just grew up where you hadn't 
any business, then. This is the 
deadly thing about bringing a 
little baby and putting a little 
water on his head when he can't 
help it, and then telling him he 
is a church member. That has 
damned many  people—church 
members who have never been 
born again. I tell you, it is a sin 
to teach anybody that. Nobody 
has any business in the church 
unless he has been born again. If 
you are not born again, you are 
a poor, damned, Hell-bound, Hell- 
deserving sinner, and Hell is 
where you are going! When peo- 
ple are saved, they ought to join 
the church and get in with God’s 
people. God’s sheep should come 
out from the goats, surely, and be 
baptized and put on the whole 
armor of God. You should get 
with the people of God and live 
with the people of God. But if 
you have never had a real change 
of heart, if God Almighty has not 
forgiven your sins, changed your 
heart and made you a new crea- 
ture, you are a dirty hypocrite in 
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the church, and you are going to 
Hell unless you have a new heart. 
“Marvel not that I said unto 
thee, Ye must be born again.” 
There is no exception. Nobody 
ever was saved without that and 
nobody ever will be. Ye must be 
born again, 


Do you have a new heart to- 
night? If you haven't a new heart, 
you. had better be seeking it. I 
am not talking about an emo- 
tion so that you feel as light as 
a feather and can hear the flop- 
ping of the angels’ wings. But 
unless you submitted yourself to 
God and depended on Jesus Christ 
to forgive your sins and unless 
God wrought ~a change in your 
heart, made a change you could 
not make—if God didn’t make you 
a Christian inside, you are not a 
Christian. You are a wolf in 
sheep’s clothing. Outside you are 
a white sepulchre but inside you 
are full of dead men’s bones. You 
will have to have a new heart or 
you are going to Hell, and that 
is what you deserve. There is 
nothing in the Bible clearer than 
that nor more emphatically, defi- 
nitely stated than that “Ye must 
be born again.” 

People say, “I will, try to 
change.” People are not saved by 
changing. They are’ saved by God 
changing them. You say, “Well, 
all right, I will turn over a new 
leaf.” You do not need a new 
leaf; you need a new heart. It is 
not something you do. It is some- 
thing God does for you. You are 
going to Hell and you deserve 
to go to Hell unless you let God 
make a change. God must change 
the heart. Until He does, you are 
still a child of the Devil. Ye must 
be born again. 

Why has a little one got to be 
born again—a tender child that 
grows up in a Christian home and 
is taught to pray. Here this lit- 
tle one, my own baby, has gone to 
church all her life. She has 
learned to bow her head at the 
table when we pray. She has 
been taught how wicked it is to 
sin. She can clap her hands and 
go through the motions of the 
songs of the Cradle Roll Depart- 
ment. And then very early in life 
we keep her as near to the Lord 
as possible. We try to teach her 
right from wrong. Then you say, 
“Does she need to be born again?” 
Yes. When you tied the peaches 
on the tree, the showing was all 
on the outside. It didn’t change 
the nature of the tree a particle. 
So if you don’t have a change of 
heart you are going to Hell. (1 
am not talking about little chil- 
dren going to Hell. A child will 
not until he comes to the time 
of accountability). All this teach- 
ing you have done is wasted and 
ruined as far as changing the 
heart is concerned. God Himself 
insisted upon it. Jesus Christ is 
the Author of it, that “Ye must 
be born again.” 


Why One Needs This New 
Birth 

Why must you be born again? 
Because you were born wrong the 
first time. That which is of the 
flesh is flesh and that which is of 
the Spirit is spirit. Those two are 
as different as light from dark- 
ness; as different as night and 
day; as different as Hell and 
Heaven. A man is a sinner. All 
mankind are sinners. Everybody 
here is a sinner. All are alike in 
this. (My child, this little girl, 
Sarah Joy, is Aaught to say 
“Daddy's girl.” I think she i 
mighty sweet. In private I think 
she is the sweetest, but in public 
I think all children are alike. 
Publicly, I admit yours are sweet, 
too. Publicly, any age is fine, but 
privately, the best age is two 
years old and a few days!) But 
I tell you the truth, this little 
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one of mine was born im this 
world, and you know my wife has 
a very catty way of saying, “She 
is like her daddy“ when she does 
something wrong. “She is a feath- 
er out of the old gander,” my wife 
says. You men know how your 
wives talk. They talk about you 
that way, too. The truth of the 
matter is that a child born in this 
world is sweet, is precious—but 
innocent, they are not. My chil- 
dren are  natural-born sinners. 
Yours are, too, They have every- 
thing in them by nature to make 
them evil. Do not misunderstand 
me, No little baby goes to Hell. 
I am sure about that. The Bible 
says, “For as in Adam all die, 
even sd in Christ shall all be 
What we lost in 
Adam we gained back in Christ. 
Nobody goes to Hell because of 
Adam’s sin, but rather men go 
there after they know right from 
wrong and _ deliberately choose 
sin. The reason you must be born 
again is because you have a 
wicked heart. David said, “Behold, 
I was shapen in iniquity; and in 
sin did my mother conceive me” 
(Psa. 51:5). 


We teach our little children to 
tell the truth as soon ag they 
learn to talk; but it is easier not 
to tell the truth than it is to tell 
the truth. Children do not na- 
turally tell the truth. They take 
after their dads and mothers. My 
little girl can sit down with your 
little girl on the floor. After 
awhile yours gets a teddy bear 
that mine wants, so mine takes it 
away from yours and _ pushes 
yours in the face. Why? Because 
all babies are natural-born thieves. 
They do not have to be taught 
that. I will tell you why. They 
have got to be born again. There 
is the taint of sin in human na- 
ture. Do not fool yourself. The 
Bible says, “There is none that 
doeth good, no, not one” (Rom. 
3:12). Isaiah 53:6 says, “All we 
like sheep have gone astray; we 
have turned every one to his own 
way; and the Lord hath laid 
on him the iniquity of us all.” You 
must have a new heart because 
the old heart is wrong. 


I went to a certain town not 
long ago and preached hard on 
sin. I suppose because I preached 
plainly, a girl about sixteen came 
to me and said, “Brother Rice, 
we are nice people here. You will 
like us when you know us.” She 
was trying to pacify me. She was 
afraid I would get the wrong 
impression of her church, 


I know you are nice—only you 
are going to Hell. Sure you are 
nice, The Bible says that “the 
heart is deceitful above all things, 
and desperately wicked: who can 
know it?” (Jer. 17:9). There are 
two things wrong. One is that 
we are wrong by nature, There 
is something in us that is bent 
wrong, headed wrong. There is 
something in us that is pointed 
the wrong way until it is easier 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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to sin than to do things right. 
Take Dan Matthews, for instance. 
There is something in you, Dan— 
it is easier to lose your temper 
down at work than it is for you 
not to. You like to tell the truth. 
You deserve the credit for all the 
trying you do! It is easier to do 
wrong because you are turned 
that way. Then the second thing 
wrong is that you do wrong on 
purpose when you know better. 
After you sin you don’t worry so 
much about it. You do wrong and 
know better. 


First we are sinners by nature, 
and second, we are sinners by 
choice, all because we have a bad 
heart. What you need tonight is a 
new heart, Ye must be born again. 
You have to have a new heart. 
“That which is born of the flesh 
is flesh; and that which is born 
of the Spirit is spirit.” 

My, what pride we had in our 
family! So did you. But I do not 
care how nice your family is or 
whether they were one of the 
First Families of Virginia or one 
of the Four Hundred—they are 
going to Hell if they do not get 
born again. They will wake up in 
the fires of torment. You are a 
sinner, and being a sinner, you 
must have a new heart, 


Nicodemus said, ‘That is 


mighty strange talk. I am a mem- F 


ber of the Sanhedrin, a Jewish 
leader, a Pharisee. I live a mighty 
good life.” But Jesus told him, “Ye 
must be born again,” and “Except 
a man be born of water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God,” and “Marvel not 
that I said unto thee, Ye must be 
born again.” Nicodemus said, ‘I 
am rather an old man to begin 
that way. How can a man be born 
when he is old?’ Jesus answered, 
‘Marvel not. You have to have a 
new heart.’ 

I say, you are a sinner, con- 
demned.and ruined, Unless God in 
His mercy gives you a new heart, 
you are lost. You may say, “Broth- 
er Rice, I have a good heart.” No, 
you haven't, not by nature. By na- 
ture, the Scripture says, you are a 
child of Hell, 

Take a rattlesnake for an ex- 
ample. God has a laugh on all the 
scientists. When the scientists in- 
vent things, God already had them 
invented. The human eye is a per- 
fect camera. The microphone of 
a loudspeaking system or radio— 
God put one first in the ear. The 
nerves are the electric wiring. 
God does it perfectly. God is the 
perfect scientist. The first hypoder- 
mic needle was the hollow tooth 
of a snake. Rattlesnakes have two 
teeth in front which are hollow 
and they fold back when not in 
use, At the base of each sharp 
hollow tooth is a sac of poison. 
When he strikes with the teeth, 
the poison is forced through the 
hollow tooth as through a hypo- 
dermic needle, and forced into the 
wound. All right. You get this 
little rattle snake for a pet. You 
get him before he has grown any 
rattles; you take him home with 
you; you tie a pink ribbon around 
his neck, “This is not a poisonous 
snake,” you say. “He doesn’t have 
any rattles. He doesn’t have any 
poison yet, so I will take him 
home with me. This is just a little 
bit of a snake, not grown.” So 
you take him and feed him food 
from your table. Besides that, he 
is In a good home and he can 
hear you pray and read the Bible. 
He can listen to that and you -will 
teach him to do better. He is no 
ordinary rattlesnake, So you feed 
him from your own table. He 
grows up big and you let him 
out. But one day you anger him 

and he strikes. The hypodermic 
injection goes into your arm and 
if it gets into the blood it will 
kill you. It swells and swells, and 
if you don’t cut off the poison 
immediately before much of it 


Good Man 


table, but he is poisonous just the 
same, So you may be a church 
member, you may have been 
baptized or confirmed or vacci- 
nated, but you will wake up in 
the fires of Hell, for you are still 
a sinner until you are born again. 
Some of you Women here are nice, 
respectable woman, but you have 
a rotten heart and you are Hell- 
bound, Hell-deserving sinners. 
You must be born again or you 
are going to Hell. 


“Well, Brother Rice, I don’t 
mean anything wrong when I 
curse,” you say. Brother, you sure 
don’t mean anything good by it! 
You are a bum, with nothing to 
do but to curse and take God's 
name in vain and make evil re- 
marks. You have no_ respect 
for women. A man is not de- 
cent who curses and takes God's 
name in vain. You do it s0 
much you don’t think there is 
anything bad about it. You have 
a dirty, rotten heart. I am not 
making that up. The Scripture 
says that out of the abundance of 
the heart the mouth speaks. Do 
you know what makes you curse? 
Your dirty, blaspheming heart lets 
it out when you are not watching. 
It just comes natural to curse. 
If there is anybody here tonight 
who does*that, I would beg God 
to cleanse me. 

I remember now my mother, 
when I said something I should 
not have said, would take me in 
the house and get some lye soap 
and, boy! she washed my mouth 
out good! I had that kind of a 
mother. Is there anybody here 
who had that kind of a mother? 
The rest of you ought to pray 
God to give you somebody to take 
the place of mothers like that. 
But washing the mouth will not 
do it. It is the rotten heart: inside 
that needs washing. 


So God has to wash the heart. 
The heart is where these things 
come from. “Out of the abund- 
ance of the heart the mouth 
speaketh.” I know where adultery 
comes from, where cursing comes 
from, where lying comes from, 
Do you wonder why you lie? “It 
slipped out. I didn’t mean to say 
it. I didn’t mean for anybody to 
hear me,” you say. It slipped out 
of your mouth because your heart 
is full of that kind of stuff. Men 
who tell dirty yarns have rotten 
hearts. The sin on the outside is 
a manifestation of a rotten heart 
inside. The Lord says, “Ye must 
be born again.” If you do not have 
a new heart, you are going to 
Hell, I don’t care if you are a 
preacher, an elder, or what you 
are, you must be born again or 
there is no hope in this world for 
your ever seeing God in peace. 
That is the word of Jesus Christ. 
A sinner is a sinner by choice. 
Only God makes you (fit for 
Heaven and He makes you fit by 
giving you a new heart. You need 
to be born again. 


You Don’t Have to Under- 


stand 

Here is another word. You say, 
“I cannot understand that,” Nico- 
demus said, “How can a man be 
born when he is old? can he enter 
the second time into his mother’s 
womb, and be born?” 

Somebody says, “I don’t under- 
stand what you are talking about. 
You talk about God making a 
man over,’ “The wind bloweth 
where it listeth, and thou hearest 
the sound thereof, but canst not 
tell whence it cometh, and whither 
it goeth: so is every one that is 
born of the Spirit.” You cannot 
gee the wind, can you? You cannot 
see the new heart or how one gets 
it, either. That is one thing you 
have to leave with God. You say, 
“Brother Rice, I can’t understand 
that.” Well, that is not the only 


thing you can’t understand. 

One doctor said to another doc- 
tor, “You say you are a Chris- 
tian? There is one thing I can't 
understand and that is this busi- 
ness of being born again.” 


The Christian doctor said to 
the other doctor, “You can’t un- 
derstand being born again? Doc- 
tor, you have been delivering 
babies for a good many years. 
Can you understand the first 
birth, how it is that life comes 
to this form in the body of the 
mother? Do you’ understand 
that ?” 


The doctor who was not a Chris- 
tian said that he never under- 
stood it. God forms it, of course. 


Then the Christian doctor said, 
“You can’t understand the first 
birth but you hold back from the 
second birth because you don’t 
understand that. Life is from God. 
Life is a miracle and only God 
can do that.” 


Somebody says, “I can’t under- 
stand how God could make Adam 
out of the dust and breathe into 
his nostrils the breath of life.” 
You cannot understand that, and 
God did not intend for you to un- 
derstand it. If you did, you could 
do it, too, That is something that 
only God can do. I cannot under- 
stand how God can make me a 
Christian, but if I could under- 
stand it, I could make myself a 
Christian. That is a miracle of 
God. You cannot do that. “The 
wind bloweth where it listeth, and 
thou hearest the sound thereof, 
but canst not tell whence it com- 
eth, and whither it goeth; so is 
every one that is born .-.of the 
Spirit.” - 

If God in His infinite mercy did 
not see fit to give you a new heart, 
you could not be a Christian. 
Joining a church did not make 
you a Christian. All the good 
things you can do will not make 
you a Christian. Tying those 
Elberta peaches in that mesquite 
tree did not make the mesquite 
tree a peach tree. And unlegs 
God makes you a Christian inside, 
you are lost. Joining a church 
would not make you a Christian 
any more than walking into a 
garage would make you an auto- 
mobile. You cannot understand it, 
but you can believe it, can’t you? 

I have a little box with some 
wires and glass tubes and gadgets 
in it. I open up the lid and turn 
a little thing, and instantly I can 
hear radio stations all over the 
country. It does not even have to 
warm up. It does not have to be 
hooked in the wall and connected 
with electricity. It will run on the 
battery. I can turn the dial and 
hear stations hundreds of miles 
away. Saturday I tuned in on one 
station at New York and they 
said, “It is now 4:30.” I looked at 
my watch and it was only 1:30 
here. Across the continent three 
thousand miles, I could hear what 
was happening. I cannot under- 
stand that. I could not make that 
box ang I do not know how the 
other fellow could, yet I. have 
preached on many, many stations. 
I do not spend my time wonder- 
ing how # works, I do not under- 
stand it. But I do not leave the 
radio because I do not understand 
all about it, 


God gave me a new heart | 
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ARE YOU WILLING? 


Therefore said he unto them, The 
harvest truly is great, but the la- 
bourers are few: pray ye therefore 
the Lerd of the harvest, that he 
would send forth labourers inte his 
harvest. 

—Luke 10:2. 
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have seen drunkards that God has 
made sober. I have seen harlot 
women that God has made clean 
and pure and sweet again. I know 
that God can and does give a new 
heart, but you have to leave it 
with God to change the heart. You 
cannot do it, but God can. You do 
not have to understand it, but just 
believe it. I believe the radio 
works. I open it up, plug it in, 
listen and it works, I leave it to 
God to change my heart. Try it. 
As certainly as you risk Him, God 
will do what you trust Him to 
do 


How to Be Born Again 

Another word and it is this. 
“How can I be born again?” you 
ask. At Wheeler, Texas, a good 
many years ago, I talked to a 
man about the Lord, I asked, “Are 
you a Christian?” 

He answered back that he was 
not, 


I said, “Don’t you want to be?” 

He said, “I would like to be.” 

“Why aren't you a Christian?” 
I then asked, 


“Because the Bible says you 
must have a new heart and I have 
done everything I know and I 
cannot change my heart, so Il 
cannot be a Christian.”’ 

He got it right. He could not 
do it. 


I said, “No, you cannot change 
your heart, but I know Somebody 
who can and will. I know how 
you can get it changed.” 

As I stood there on the tongue 
of his wagon, that man, seventy- 
one years old, and his eleven- 
year-old grandson trusted Christ, 
Oh, friends, Jesus died to make 
it so we could have a new heart, 
The boy saw it first. Then I talked 
to the old man and he saw it. 
After they were saved I loaned 
the old man a pair of trousers to 
be baptized in! 

You may say that you cannot 
change your heart, and I grant 
you that you cannot. But if you 
want your heart changed, here 
is the way. Jesus told Nicodemus 
how. Moses was ouf thHére in the 
wilderness and snakes came and 
bit the children of Isarael. Read 
the story in the twenty-first chap- 
ter of the book of Numbers. The 
children of Israel grumbled. 
They “spake against God, and 
against Moses,” the Scripture says. 
If people get it in for the Lord's 
preacher, they will talk about him. 
If you are a preacher and some- 
body doesn’t talk about you, you 
are not doing right. They grum- 
bled at God and at Moses. So God 
sent fiery serpents among them 
and much people died. They be- 
gan to die like flies, and the peo- 


ple said, “Moses, pray for ws.” 
And remember, one day you are 
going to want your pastor to pray 
for you. So Moses prayed. The 
Lord told Moses to make a brass 
serpent or snake and put it upon 
a pole, and if the people were 
bitten by the serpent, they could 
look at the serpent and live. A 
serpent is a type of Satan. You 
don’t like to handle a snake, do 
you? I don’t like to either. Chil- 
dren, de you like snakes? God 
said, ‘I will put enmity between 
thy seed (the serpent) and the 
woman's seed.’ God put enmity 
between the two. So the people 
grumbled against Moses and 
against God. When they were bit- 
ten in body it showed what had 
already happened to the heart. 

The snakes bit them, and the 
people began to die. They said, 
“Moses, what will we do?” The 
Lord told Moses to make a snake 
out of brass and put it on a pole 
and set it out in the middle of 
the camp and everybody who 
looked at the snake on the pole 
would live. “When he looketha 
upon it, he shall live,” the Scrip- 
ture says. They said, “That is too 
good to be so. A man that i= 
snakebitten—-if he looks at the 
snake on the pole out there, will 
he live?’ And Moses said, ‘Yea, 
everybody that looks will be well, 

Somebody snakebitten says, “I 
think I will try some whiskey.” 
(For some people, whiskey is good 
for whatever is wrong with them, 
It is good to make you cold when 
you are hot, or to make you hot 
when you are cold, It is good for 
pneumonia, and when your moth- 
er-in-law comes to see you!) Some- 
body else soaks his leg in a bottle 
of coal oil or uses potassium per- 
manganate, or one remedy or an- 
other. They said, ‘No, you will 
all die unless you what God said 
to do.’ After a while he goes te 
the door of the tent to gaze om 
the serpent of brass. Look, al 
the swellifg is gone and he is 
well! Oh, God will do it when you 
trust Him! 


Nieodemus said, ‘I am a ruler 
in Israel. Don’t you think I[ 
could get there without looking 


to a crucified Saviour ?’ 
No, the Son of man has to be 
lifted up on the cross. The snake 
(Continued on Page 4) 
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«(Continued from Page 3) 

pictures Jesus on the cross. 
You say, “Well, Brother Rice, 
yeu said a snake is a type of 


Good Man 


ter beware.” 

The girl says, “I will trust him. 
I love him.” 

So when. the preacher says, “Will 


Unconditional Surrender 


(Continued from Page 1) 
unique authority of the Scrip- 
tures, and gave England the Bible 
in her own tongue. 


“God said so.” 

“God? Who is God? You don’t 
believe in God, do you?” 

“Why I most certainly do be- 


it is all right to drop their convic- 
tions when they get into the far 
country. I have known some 
Christians to pack their suitcases 
and put in shorts and halter, 
slacks; go mixed bathing, go to 
the show, dance, play cards, take 


si.” I know, but Jesus became} you take him,” she says “I will. It was inconditional surrender lieve in a real, personal, living |, drink, etc. Daniel thought that 
sin for you and me. I sinned. He| God tonight says, “Lord Jesus, | that gave John Huss his firm opin-|God, and just as sure as you are if it was wrong to eat ceremonially 
took my place. When Jesus was] will you take this sinner?” ions. He was condemned by the/| breathing God's good air, unless|,,¢jean meat or drink wine at 
nailed to the cross, all the sin of The Lord answers back, “Yes. | Council as a heretic, and on July| you repent God is going to leave home, it was wrong to do it on 
the world was laid on Him. When|I love him. I died for him. I paid /|6, 1415, was burned at Constance, | you on the outside of the ark and vacation. I preached this sermon 


Moses lifted up the snake on the 
pole, whosoever looked at the 
snake on the pole got well of the 
snake bite. So everybody who 
looks to Jesus by faith becomes 
free from sin and in God's sight 
becomes a new creature. 

“For God so loved the. world, 
that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” 


God loves you. Isn’t that good 
news? Sometimes my heart gets 
so hungry for somebody to ilove 
me. People think that preachers 
are hard to get along with. We 
weep until we can weep no more. 
I wish sometimes that I could lay 
myself down to die for men. I 
preach out my heart. Preachers 
wear their hearts on their sleeves. 
Sometimes our preaching is an 
idle show to many pople. I preach 
and pour out my heart for others 
and then it seems there is nobody 
to love me and to bear my burd- 
ens. Every preacher Knows that. 
And here the Scripture _ says: 
“God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should 
mot perish, but have everlasting 
life.” 


for all his sins. I am willing to 
forgive him if he will take me.” 

And God says, “Sinner, will you 
take such a Saviour as that?” 

And if you say tonight, “I do,” 
God wil pronounce you married 
to Christ and will make you a child 
of God. 

“Well,” you say, “What about 
my heart being changed?” Don’t 
you worry about that. God changes 
the heart. John 1:12 says: 


“As many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become 
the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his name.” 

God will make you a child of 
God. He has to change the heart. 
You cannot do it. Like the people 
looked to the snake on the pole 
to heal them, so you trust Christ 
and He will do the rest. If you 
want God to change your heart, 
He will. You cannot, but He can. 
He can make you love the truth 
when you now love a lie. He can 
make you want to do right. I have 
seen Him make drunkards sober 
and they didn‘t want to drink any 
more. I have seen Him make fallen 
women pure and clean. Some of 
the purest people in heart I have 
ever known were awful] sinners 
before they were saved. It is won- 
derful that God loves sinners. He 


meeting his death with heroic 
firmness and Christian courage. 

It was unconditional surrender 
that encouraged Martin Luther to 
nail on the Castle church in Wit- 
tenberg, which served the univer- 
sity as a bulletin board, ninety- 
five “‘theses” proposing a discus- 
sion of the value of indulgences. 

It was unconditional surrender 
that sent John Calvin from one 
country to another in search of 
safety at the age of twenty-four, 
at which time and part time in 
prison he wrote his “Institutes,” 
the greatest piece of Protestant 
doctrine during the age of the 
Reformation. 

It was unconditional surrender 
that made John Knox a galley 
slave. For nearly two years he 
was Chained to a rowing bench of 
a French war vessel. ' 

It was unconditional surrender 
for John Wesley while reading 
William Law’s “A Serious Call to 
a Holy Life.” He said, “It con- 
vinced me more than ever of the 
impossibility of being a half Chris- 
tian and he determined to be all 
devoted to God.” 

It was unconditional surrender 
that sent George Whitefield into 
the fields preaching to the un- 
churched multitudes and later he 
became the greatest preacher of 


your soul will be damned in Hell 
throughout all eternity.” 


After a hard days’ work on the a 


ark Noah goes down on the street 
and warns the people of the judg- 
ment that is soon coming upon the 
earth. And I can hear the throng 
cry out: “There is that poor old 
narrow-minded fanatic preaching 
again. Why, whoever heard of 
rain? What is he talking about? 
What is rain? Why, it is pre- 
posterous to think that it is going 
to rain! We have more than we 
have ever had before—more jobs, 
more liquor, more marriages, more 
divorces. And isn’t it the same 
today? Don’t talk to me about 
Jesus coming, or judgment, or 
Hell—we have more today than 
we have ever had.” 


And now I can see Noah as he 
slowly walks home. With a tired 
body and a burdened heart he pre- 
pares himself for supper, he sits 
down at the table, thanks God for 
the blessings of the day. Around 
the table discussion begins ... 
The children began to tell of the 
difficulties and embarrassment 
they have in school because they 
are children of a father who be- 
lieves in righteousness. “Daddy, 
I can’t see any harm in the dance, 
and after all the P. T. A. sponsors 
dances,” 


at the First Baptist Church in 
Fairfield, Alabama, one Sunday 
orning and on Tuesday afternoon 
a fine young lady came to me, 
shook my hand and said, “Brother 
Keenum, I especially liked your 
sermon Sunday morning.” I asked 
what there was about the sermon 
that made her especially like it. 
She said, “I haven’t been to the 
show in a long time nor have I 
danced in a long time, (she was 
attending a Christian school) but 
I was going over te a certain town 
for a couple of days. I intended to 
go to the show. I intended to carry 
my evening gown along and if I 
got asked, I was going to a dance. 
And I was pretty sure I would be 
asked. Hearing what you said 
about Daniel packing his suitcase, 
I packed mine differently.” 

I used to play professional base- 
ball. I was catcher. Every after- 
noon I would catch in batting 
practice. Every other pitch I 
would peg that old apple to sec- 
ond base. I got to where I could 
put that ball in a fifty pound 
lard can three times out of five. 
One summer I threw out twenty- 
three men on a stretch. I never 
did hear a soul say, “Old Keenum 
is narrow-minded and fanatical. 
He tries to throw out every man 
that goes down.” They wouldn't 


You say, “Does God love me?”| will make you, a sinner, into a/| the eighteenth century. Noah quietly goes on eating and |let my feet touch the ground aft- 
Yes, He does. Isn't that good| child of God and will make you| It was unconditional surrender|.. ther says: “Daddy, I don’t seeler the game. While playing high 
news? Wonderful news! Tonight | fit for Heaven and give you a new | that enabled the Holy Spirit to why I can’t go to the show. My/school football one afternoon, I 


your past may be as black as 
black can be. Your sins may have 
been piled as high as the moun- 
tain overhanging the sea, put 
God gave His Son far you, too. 
Isaiah 1:18 says: 

“Come now, and let us rea- 
son together, saith the Lord: 
though your sins be as séar- 
let, they shall be as white as 
snow; though they be red 
like crimson, they shall be as 
wool,” 

God loves you! Isn’t that wond- 
erful? He didn’t say that He loved. 
enly good people. He said that 
He loved sinners. “God so loved 
the world.” That means every- 
body. He loved you and me and 
He gave His best gift, Hig only 


begotten Son, to die to.save sin-. 


ners. That sounds too good 'to be 
true! Only believe. 

Somebody said to me. once, 
“Brother Rice, you make’ it too 
easy for people to be saved.” “No, 
I didn’t make it easy,” I said. 
“Jesus died to make it easy.” It 
wasn't easy for Him. Gog loved 
you and Jesus died for you that 
you might be saved. “Whosoever 
believeth in him shall not per- 
ish.” Trust Jesus. He does the 
rest. He asked Nicodemus if he 
wanted a new heart. Al] he had to 
do was to look at the snake .on 
the pole—-Christ on the cross— 
and believe in Him. “Whosoever 
believeth in him shall not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” That 
ie the way to be saved. 

When the young couple come to 
get married, the preacher says to 
the young man, “Do you take this 
woman to be your lawfully wedded 
wife, to love, honor and cherish 
her through good and evil report, 
through poverty and _ wealth, 
through sickness and health until 
@eath do you part?” 

He answers, “I do.” 

Then the minister says to the 
girl, “Do you take this man to be 
your lawfully wedded husband, to 
love, cherish and obey him 
through good and evil report, 
through poverty and wealth, 
through sickness and health until 
@eath do you part?” 

She says, “I do.” 

Then after prayer, the preacher 
pays, “I pronounce you man and 
wife.” 

That is faith. The man says to 


heart. Look to Jesus and be sav- 
ed. ° 

I have spoken long enough. How 
many here tonight will say, 
“Preacher, thank God I know I 
am a sinner but I am a forgiven 
sinner. God has given me a new 
heart and I love Him. I know I 
am a Christian inside. God has 
fixed my heart and made me love 
Him”? 

I don’t mean that you are sn- 
less. I mean, has God given you 
a new heart? Have you trusted 
Him? How. many can say that 
you have done that? Oh, that is 
wonderful. And how many of the 
rest of you wil] say, “I will look 
to Jesus nOw and be saved?” 

If you will here and now accept 
Christ as your Saviour, honestly 
turning your life and heart over 
to Him, to live for Him daily, 
then I suggest that you sign the 
following statement now. Do it 
honestly, and mean every word 
of it! Then. confess it to your 
loved ones and write and tell me 
about it. Or copy the wording on 
a card or letter and send it to 
me. How eager I will be to re- 
ceive it. And I will write a let- 
ter of counsel and encouragement, 
and, tell you how to live a happy 
Christian life. 


MY DECISION FOR OHRIST 


Date... 


Evangélist John R. Rice 
214 West Wesley Street 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Brother Rice: : 


I have read your sermon: Jesus 
and a Good Man. I realize my need 
of a new heart. I confess myself 
a poor jost sinner. I believe that 
Christ died for my sins and is 
willing to save me now. Here and 
now I turn my heart to Him; I 
confess my sin and guilt; I de- 
pend on Him to save me! With all 
my heart I surrender to Him now 
and trust Him. I am writing this 
as my confession that today I 
take Christ ag my Saviour. By 
His help I will try to live for Him 
the rest of my days. 


Signed eeeeeeeee ee eee eee ee eee e ee 


Address .. 
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bless the preaching of Jonathan 
Edwards to such an extent that 
while preaching the sermon “Sin- 
ners in the Hands of an Angry 
God,” people held on to their pews 
and trembled for fear they would 
slide into Hell. 
e It was unconditional surrender 
that sent Hudson Taylor out to 
the race tracks, giving out gospel 
tracts and doing personal work in 
cheap boarding houses, and later 
made him the father of the “China 
Inland Mission.” 

It was unconditional surrender 
that drove Goforth to preach 
eight hours a day in China. 


I> God Demands Uncondition- 
al Surrender in the Old 
Testament 

1. Noah was unconditionally 
surrendered to God and he found 
grace m the eyes of the Lord. 
“Noah was a just man and perfect 
in his generations, and Noah 
walked with God” (Gen. 6:9). For 
this reason God chose him to build 
the ark. God laid out the plans and 
by faith Noah got his crew togeth- 
er, felled the trees, gathered the 
necessary materials, and the build- 
ing of the huge boat was begun. 
Noah had to have plenty of faith 
for this job for all of humanity was 
lying in wickedness. “And God 
saw that the wickedness of man 
was great in the earth, and that 
every imagination of the thoughts 
of his heart was only evil contin 
ually” (Gen. 6:5). And to make 
it harder for these wicked, un- 
righteous, unbelieving people to 
believe Noah’s story that the flood 
waters of God’s »wrath was going 
to destroy the world, it had not 
rained before. “For the Lord God 
had not caused it to rain upon the 
earth, and there was not a man to 
till the ground. But there went up 
a mist from the earth, and wa- 
tered the whole face of _ the 
ground” (Gen. 2:5-6). But Noah 
was not like some of these cold 
modernistic, bloodless Judases in 
our pulpits today. Some of them 
are so cold, if you threw a little 
chocolate on them you would have 
an Eskimo pie. 

The mockers, scoffers, agnostics, 
infidels walk around and probe 
Noah. “Noah, you don’t really 
think it is going to rain, do you?” 

“Certainly I do.” 

“Why do you think so?” 


class went this afternoon, and the 
teacher says it is educational.” 

And Noah says: “I’m not list- 
ening to the P. T. A. and to school 
teachers. I’m listening to God, 
and God says it’s wrong!” 


Then after the children have all 
gone to bed, the wife says: “Noah, 
don’t you think you are a little too 
strict on them? After all, they 
are children, you know, And then, 
too, Noah, I’ve been wondering 
if you aren’t a little too frank in 
condemning sin. Couldn’t you be 
a little more tactful about it and 
maybe not name it?’ 

The Devil.is really talking now. 
There have bée@n more preachers’ 
hearts broken and more ministries 
have been ruined right here than 
any other point .in their lives. But 


thank God for Noah. He had back- 
fortitude, 


bone, grit, intestinal 
conviction, and he .continued to 
preach in spite of the fact that 
no one was saved, and God stayed 
by him. The floods came, judg- 
ment fell, and Noah and his fam- 
ily was saved, and the others went 
to Hell. 


2. Daniel unconditionally sur- 
rendered his life to God. Daniel 
was a man of purpose. ““But Dan- 
iel purposed in his heart that he 
would not defile himself with the 
portion of the king’s meat, nor 
with the wine which he drank 
therefore he requested of the 
prince of the eunuchs that he 
might not defile himself’ (Dan. 
1:8). I love men of purpose and 
conviction. I detest little. old 
weak, wishy-washy, namby-pam- 
by men whose backbones are made 
out of wax and jelly, and every 
time the going gets a little hot, 
they melt and run down in their 
shoes and you have to get them 
by the hair of the head and pull 
them up again. [I say, I like the 
real thing. 1 like thoroughbreds. 
To be a man of purpose and con- 
viction brings on much criticism. 
I can hear the Devil’s crowd as 
they gang up and talk around the 
palace. “What do you think of 
that young Jewish boy called Dan- 
iel? I think he is narrow-mind- 
ed, fanatical: he’s an extremist.” 
Narrow-mindeds fanatical, extrem- 
ist, or what not, Daniel still held 
to his conviction, and he drank no 
wine and ate no ceremonially, un- 
clean meat. Some people think 


played end and got’ seventeen 
straight tackles. The coach took 
me out of the game—said he want- 
ed to see what the other fellows 
were doing! My mama had to 
massage my head that night be- 
fore I could get it in the door! 
While I was training, I ran three 
miles before breakfast, plowed all 
day and then ran three miles that 
night. I did this all summer and 
during football season, and the 
only ones who thought I was crazy 
were the old cows. They would 
stick their tails straight up.and 
take off when they saw me com- 
ing! But everybody else said, “He 


‘hs going to be our best man on the 


team.” After I was saved I liked 
to’ read my Bible and ‘tell other 
people what Jesus had done: for 
me. They said I was crazy. We 
can sure get stirred up over a 
ball game, but we don’t get stirred 
up over God’s Word and souls that 
are on the road to Hell. 

3. Amos was wunconditionally 
surrendered to God. Amos was a 
God-called preacher. “Then an- 
swered Amos, and said to Ama- 
ziah, I was no prophet, neither 
was I a prophet’s son; but I was 
an herdman, and a gatherer of sy- 
camore fruit: And the Lord took 
me as I followed the flock, and 
the Lord said unto me, Go, prophe- 
sy unto my people Israel” (Amos 
7:14-15). 

I can see Amos as he sat out in 
the hill country in the lonely soli- 
tude of the country atmosphere. 
Perhaps the moon was shining. As 
he sat with the cool breeze blow- 
ing in his face, he heard a voice 
call, “Amos,” 

“Yes, my Lord.” 

“I want you to go up to Bethe! 
and do a little preaching for me 
there in the streets.” 

“Well, but I’ve never been to 
college or seminary.” 

“That's O. K. Amos, most col- 
lege and seminary men_ don’t 
preach on the street—that’a, the 
reason I want you.” 

“What do “you want me to 
preach about, Lord?” 

“Preach judgment! Judgment! 

(Continued on Page 5) 


“Book of the Hour” 


Bibles oi ee 


MS 4 


eeeeeeeeeeee#e# e*eee Zone. - Our representatives establish profitable oshness 
handling newest lines of Christian Hterature and 


— Scripture Specialties — 


the girl, “I love you ang want City . 
you to be my wife. I will be good| qiste 


EARN CHRISTMAS MONEY 


7 You can’t lose, tect completely, Send $1.00 (NOW GR and TRACTS 
ar ors a HORE MO, _ and Avoid disappointment) for your own box of 21 BEAUTIFUL DE DE "LUXE Be that ee tm bohionfornp salt oe oan 
e r el- ARE p = your 
. on eae ® WIT NES SIN G ENT, No. 1462. (Or #’card will Dring details) — te munity to grasp this opportunity. Act NOW! 


low. He has no money laid by. 
He cannot take good care of you 
like I can.” 

But the daughter says, “No, I 
am going to risk him.” 

The mother says, “You had bet- 


Descriptive literature sent wpon_reques! 
Dealers Inquiries Invited 


ro bible fress 


Dept. 5! 


“Among His Kinsmen on 
Kinsman Rd."’ 
The Cleveland Hebrew Mission, Ine. 
11609-11 Kinsman Road Pr. &.: 
Cleveland. Ohio 
Supt. 


Gerald V. Smelser 


SOUL WINNERS SERVICE 


a John La Huis 
These cards are the best, of a well-known line. ALSO HAVE 
eames vy WRAPPINGS AT $1.00 Box, AGENTS WRITE, 
A SCRIPTURE TEXT ON EVERY CARD” : 
A CARD FOR EVERY OCCASION 2229 8. Laramie audiies 
- 7 Cicero 50, Mi, 


POE Leeman om 


Friday, September 20, 1946 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


OS mth ome - me OG ee ee 


PAGE FIVE 


Unconditional Surrender 


(Continued from Page 4) 
Judgment!” 
So Amos leaves the hill country 
and heads for the city, 


Amos was a judgment preacher. 
Judgment isn’t popular preaching 
today. You preach on Hell and 
the people will say you are trying 
to be sensational or scare some 
one into being saved. . It would 
please me if I could scare the 
whole world into being saved. The 
reason I am saved today is be- 
cause I was scared of Hell. Now 
that I am saved I am afraid of 
the chastening hand of God. But 
some will say, “I think you ought 
to serve God because you love 
Him.” I do; but for some reason 
or other I can’t seem to forget 
what will happen I fail to serve 
Him. I believe that ever-present 
consciousness in the back of my 
head of what will happen if I don’t, 
makes me love Him more. I have 
two boys and one girl and a belt 
and I am dead sure the constant 
presence of that belt on the wall 
makes all three of them love me 
more! I have had people ask, 
“Brother Keenum, doesn’t it wor- 
ry you about what people say 
about you preaching on Hell, the 
way you preach it and the way 
you discipline your children?” My 
reply is: “No, I’ve long. since 
learned to try to please God in- 
stead of men.” 


Amos began: “The Lord will roar 
from Zion, and utter his voice from 
Jerusalem; and the habitations of 
the shepherds shall mourn, and 
the top of Carmel shall wither... . 
You profiteers have sold the right- 
eous for silver and the poor for a 
pair of shoes. You who have pant- 
ed after the dust on the head of 
the poor; who stored up violence 
and robbery in their palaces: who 
said when will the new moon be 
gone, that we may sell corn? and 
the sabbath, that we may sell 
wheat, making the measure small, 
and the shekel great, and falsify- 
ing the balances by deceit?’ Now 
the people didn’t like this kind of 
preaching. In spite of the fact 
that they have been fanning the 
divine spark four or five thousand 
years, they still don’t like the 
truth. Billy Sunday says: “Man 
was a fool in the Garden of Eden, 
and»he :has taken a good many 
new degrees since.” This is only 
the introduction to Amos’ sermon. 
When he starts preaching, he. gets 
hot, breaks: the rules of homiletics, 
names:sin.and the people who com- 
mit. it, ae 

He takes issue wtih the Mle 
rich, who lived then, as they do 
now, in big mansions, sleeping on 
beds of ivory, and wearing off in 
the daytime the drunk of the night 
before. ' 

Amos hits the godless, God-hat- 
ing, Christ-rejecting liquor outfit 
who “drink wine in bowls, and 
anoint themselves with the chief 
ointments.” Amos’ sermon would 
be a very timely one today, with 
the Eighteenth Amendment re- 
pealed, Liquor is damning the 
souls and lives of our young boys 
and girls. More than twenty-five 
per cent of them have contracted 
social disease since Pearl Harbor. 
Brother, I’m against liquor and I 
fight it with every ounce of ener- 
zy in my body. There is abso- 
jutely, positively, dogmatically, no 
good in liquor, wine or beer, and 
only two kinds of people will have 
anything to do with it—-the scoun- 
drel who makes it, and the fool 
whe drinks it. 

Then Amos iturns to the home 
life; “I raised up of your sons 
for prophets, and of your young 
men for Nazarites ... But ye gave 
the Nazarites wine to drink; and 
commanded the prophets, saying, 
Prophesy not” (Amos 2:11-12). 
Amos must have been thinking of 
today, with the mothers out club- 
bing, the dads out lodging, and 
the children on the road of im- 
morality, going to Hell as fast as 
they can go. A child needs to be 
disciplined. He is very much like 
a canoe; handled better if paddled 
from the rear. 

Now of course Amos was called 
on the carpet for doing such plain 
preaching. Amos’ preaching 
shocked the modesty of this dig- 
nified court preacher, Amaziah. 
When he asked Amos to show his 
ordination certificate, Amos re 
plied: “I was no prophet, neither 
was I a prophet’s son; ... but... 
the Lord took me as I followed the 
flock, and the Lord said unto me, 
Go, prophesy unto my people Is- 
rael” (Amos 7:14-15). I say, on! 


God, please give us more God- 
called, God-fearing preachers. It 
is the God-called, God-fearing 
prophets who give the people trou- 
ble. The priest never does. The 
prophet never apears until the 
apostasy has set in. Brother, I be- 
lieve it is time for some prophets 
to appear! 


Il, The New Testament De- 
mands Unconditional 
Surrender 
1. Jesus preached unconditional 
surrender: “And another of his 
disciples said unto him, Lord, suf- 
fer me first to go and bury my 
father. But Jesus said unto him, 
Follow me; and let the dead bury 
their dead” (Matt. 8:21-22),. I 
know many of you will say, 
“Preacher, don’t you think this 
Scripture means so and so?” I am 
not an explainer of the Word: I 
am a poor, humble preacher of the 
Word. God did not call me to ex- 
plain or prove the Word. I find the 
best way to prove the Word is to 
preach it. Preach it in the power 

of the Holy Ghost. 

On ther occasions Jesus de- 
mands an absolute, unconditional 
surrendered life... “He that lov- 
eth father or mother more than 
me is not worthy of me: and he 
that loveth son or daughter more 
than me is not worthy of me. And 
he that taketh not his cross, and 
followeth after me, is not worthy 
of me” (Matt. 10:37-38). ‘Then 
said Jesus unto his disciples, If 
any man will come after me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his 
cross, and follow me” (Matt. 


16:24). “And Jesus said unto him, 
No man, having put his hand to 
the plough, and looking back, is 
fit for the kingdom of God” (Luke 


9:62). Oh my, how I would liked 
to have heard Jesus. preach! 
Wherever you would see Jesus you 
would be sure to find the Scribes 
and Pharisees standing afar ¢éff 
mumbling and grumbling about 
what He had to say. And the 
same is true today. Didn’t the 


Devil send lying groups of propa- 
gandists, supported by the liquor 
crowd, ahead of Billy Sunday into 
the cities where his next great 
campaign was to begin? 


Jesus believed in putting His 
hand on the sore spot. Jesus be- 
lieved in rubbing the fur the wrong 
way. Jesus didn’t have so much 
tact that He missed the contact. 
In the fourth chapter of John He 
deals with the Samaritan woman. 
I don’t. think He was harsh or 
rude; but He asked for her hus: 
band and she answered and said, 
“T have no husband.” Jesus an- 
swered and said unto -her, “Thou 
hast well said, I have no husband: 
For thou hast had five husbands; 
and he whom thou now hast is not 
thy husband.” Jesus hit a home 
run when He got on the husband 
question. Some of us would be run 
from home if we preached on it 
in many of our pulpits today. The 
amazing incident in this narrative 
to me is the fact that she forgot 
her waterpot and ran into the city 
and told the people a man had told 
her everything that ever she did. 
Of course that wasn’t literally 
true. When Jesus mentioned adul- 
tery, she must have thought of 
everything she had ever done. I 


say, when you preach and point 
out sin, people are convicted 
enough to forget their waterpots, 
pocketbooks, homes, gardens, jobs, 


etc., and be saved and go emt to 
witness for Jesus. 


On another occasion a _ rich 
young lawyer came to Jesus and 
tempted Him, saying, “Master, 
what shall I do to inhertt eterna! 
life?” He said unto him, “What 
is written in the law? how read- 
est thou?” And he answering said, 
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all my hourt, and with al! 
thy soul, and with all thy strength, 
and with all thy mind; and thy 
neighbor as thyself.” And he said 
unto him, “Thou hast answered 
right: this do, and thou shalt 
live.” But he, willing to justify 
himself, said unto Jesus, “And who 
is thy neighbour?” (Lake 10:25- 
29). First, this young, smart, part- 
ly educated fool displayed his ig- 
norance in the fact that he asked 
Jesus a paradoxical, contradictory 
question. You can’t work for an 
inheritance! an inheritance is giv- 


om te a person. K ia free, and se 
i salvation. But the move that 
let Jesus move into His king row 
was when He.asked, “Who is my 
neighbour?” Jesus answered him 
with the parable of the good Sa- 
maritan. This clinched the nails 
on the bottom side. To love a Sa 
maritan as he loved himself wag 
unthinkable, for the Jews hated 
the Samaritans with a burning 
purple passion. So again Jesus 
hits the bull’s eye. 

I would like to have heard Jesus 
preach the twenty-third chapter of 
Matthew. He was not afraid to 
mention sin and Hell. And I am 
of the persuasion that if we ever 
have a revival we are going te 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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Unconditional Surrender 


(Continued from Page 5) 
have to do the same. 


I like to think of Jesus as being 
a real man, with big bulging mus- 
cles, with lots of righteous indig- 
nation, and a heart as large as 
His head. I don’t believe Jesus 
was a little dried-up sissy, a spine- 
less good-for-nothing kind of a fel- 
low. He walked and preached all 
day and prayed most of the night. 
When Jesus headed for the garden 
to pray, those bronze-faced, steel- 
muscled fishermen would get a 
sigh of relief and say, ‘Well, we 
will get a little sleep now.’ I don't 
believe an ordinary man could 
wear old rootin’, tootin’ Peter out 
that way. 


And again I read of Jesus going 
up to Jerusalem. He entered the 
temple, and there He found the | 
people selling doves and changing | 
money, etc. Jesus kicked over the | 
money, and those greedy, covefous | 
Jews loved that money. You know | 
they were not exactly in love with | 
Jesus either. I say, Jesus was 4a | 
real man. He made a whip and 
drove them out. When I was in 
seminary my New Testament 
teacher said it was his honest con- 
viction that Jesus only used the | 
whip on the animals. That isn't 
my conviction. I don’t believe 
Jesus would beat those poor, dumb 
animals and let those money-lov- 
ing Pharisees go untouched. We 
meed preachers like Jesus in some 
ef our churches today. The more 
oyster soup is sold in a church, 
the faster that church will go to 
Hell. We have churches today with 
special rooms for dancing, smok- 
ing, drinking and gambling, with 
these good mixing pastors. God 
didn’t call preachers to be good 
mixers; He called them to be good 
separators. I am afraid today we 
have too many diplomatic back- 
slappers, the kind who say: “You 
pat me on the back and I'll rub 
you on the shoulder. You say 
nothing about my sins, and I'll say 
nothing about yours, and we will 
all go to Hell together.” 


2. Stephen was unconditionally 
surrendered. “Ye stiffnecked and 
uncircumcised in heart and ears, 
ye do always resist the Holy 
Ghost: as your fathers did, so do 
ye” (Acts 7:51). If you ask me, 
brother, Stephen preached one of 
the greatest sermons in the sev- 
enth chapter of Acts that has ever 
been preached. His sermon is one 
ef those Genesis-to-Revelation 
kind. He went back to Genesis 12, 
the call of Abraham, and came up 
to the present day. To me the 
fifty-first verse is the primary 
ene. Here he makes his declara- 
tion. It is easy to diagnose the 
case, but it is hard to give the 
eastor oil. These Jews didn’t like 
Stephen's medicine and they stoned 
him to death. As he died, there 
was a young man named Saul 
who stood by and watched him, 
and Saul never got away from the 
testimony of Stephen. I believe 
the Holy Spirit, pricked his heart, 
brought him under conviction 
through the prayer of this dying 
paint, and on the road to Damas- 
cus, Saul met Jesus.and Saul be- 
eame Paul. If Stephen had not 
preached on sin and pointed it out, 
the greatest of all the apostles 
might not have been saved. 


[I have had people say to me, 
“Preacher, if you didn’t preach 
against sin, and if you belonged 
to the different clubs and secret 
orders, don’t you_think your min- 
tIstry would have a wider influ- 
ence?” Stephen’s ministry would 
have had a “wider influence” had 
he not reproved those Jews of 
their sin. But I am of the opin- 
ion that Jesus wanted Stephen to 
die for Him, not compromise to 
enlarge his a. It seems to 
me the church was on fire and 
growing more than ever before in 
the first century, when people 
were dying for Jesus instead of 
worrying about big’ churches and 
widening influence, 

3. John Baptist was uncondi- 
tionally surrendered. “But when 
he saw many of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees come to his baptism, 
he said unto them, O generation 
of vipers, who hath warned you to 
flee from the wrath to come? 
Bring forth therefore fruits meet 
for repentance ... And now also 
the axe is laid unto the root of 
the trees: therefore every tree 
which bringeth not forth good 
fruit is hewn down, and cast into 
the fire (Matt, 3:7-9,10). “For 
John said unto him, It is not law- 


lrendered to God. 


| and the life which I now live 


steam heated 


14:4). The oil of compromise nev- 
er oiled the knees of John the 
BaptfSt. John had a message from 
God, and he didn’t fail to deliver 
it. Think how bad those good old 
religious Pharisees felt when John 
called them snakes. John was a 
plain preacher; but plain preach- 
ing is easy to understand. What 
would happen today in the average 
church if the preacher on Sunday 
morning from his pulpit called his 
members snakes? And my conten- 


tion is that there are a lot of 
snakes in most every congrega- 
tion, 


Then John had something to say 
about adultery. This question has 
always been a little repulsive. It 
was repulsive in John’s day; so 
much so that it cost him his head. 
I expect a lot of us today use John 
as an example of warning rather 
than an example to follow. 


4. Paul was unconditionally sur- 
“I am crucified 
with Christ: nevertheless I live; 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 
in the 
flesh I live by the faith of the 
Son of God, who loved me, and 
pave himself for me” (Gal. 2:20). 
I say, O God, hasten the day when 
I can actually and truthfully say 
as Paul said, “I am crucified with 
Christ’! Surely! Why, of course 
[I know many of us quote that 
verse of Scripture in testimony 
meetings. Some of us have taken 
it as our life verse. To us it is 
pretty and beautiful. To Paul the 
meaning was entirely different. To 
Paul it meant each morning as 
he arose that his. block had al- 
ready been knocked off for Jesus’ 
sake, that he was dead and the 
world wouldn’t hurt him. There- 
fore, he absolutely believed he had 
nothing to gain here on earth. So 
he went into their cities and 
preached without fear, favor or 
compromise. Consequently, he 
didn’t gain the favor of the White 
House. And I'll tell you, the favor 
of the White House will not he 
upon us today if we preach the 
way Paul preached, 


I like the way Dr. Bob Jones 
puts it. He says: “Paul didn’t go 
into town inquiring about the kind 
of hotels they had; if they had tub 
and shower baths in every room, 
and if they changed their linen ev- 
ery day, and if the place was 
and air cooled. 
Brother, he asked, ‘What kind of 
jails do you have here?’ ” 

I believe too many of our ser- 
mons today are like a Mother 
Hubbard dress; covers everything 
and touches nothing. 


I have heard people say, “Preach 
the gospel. Just preach the gos- 
pel and everything else will take 
care of itself.” But that is not 
Scriptural, nor is it true. God 
did not intend for us to preach 
only the gospel. When people be- 
gan to talk that way it is a sure 
sign of backsliding. 

Paul’s definition of the gospel is 
given in I Corinthians 15, “More- 
over, brethren, I declare unto you 
the gospel . . how that Christ 
died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures: And that he was bur- 
ied, and that he rose again the 
third day according to the Scrip- 
tures” (I Cor. 15:1, 3-4). If we 
are to preach only the gospel, 
then we are limited only to the 
death, burial and resurrection of 
our Lord. But the Great Commis- 
sion tells us: “Go ye therefore, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
Teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have com- 
manded you: and, lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of 
the world” (Matt. 28:19-20). Jesus 
says for us to teach all things that 
He taught His disciples. This is 
in harmony with Paul’s charge to 
Timothy; “Preach the word; be in- 
stant in season, out of season: re- 
prove, rebuke, exhort with all long- 
suffering and doctrine” (II Tim. 
4:2). Paul thought it imperative to 
preach all the word and declared 
that he himself did so: “‘wherefore I 
take you to record this day, that I 
am pure from the blood of all men. 
For I have not shunned to declare 
unto you all the counsel of God” 
(Acts 20:26-27). 

The whole Bible takes issue with 
sin, -Before Adam and Eve sinned 
in the Garden of Eden, there was 
no Bible. Every book, every chap- 
ter, every verse, every line, cries 
out against sin. John 3:16, the 
love verse of the Bible, had a big 


fui for thee to have her’ (Matt. 


black spot right in the middle. 


Why? Because of sin. To me 
John 3:16 is like a big, nice, red, 
delicious apple; you break it open 
and there is a big fat worm right 
in the middle. “For God so loved 
the world, that he gave. his only 
begotten son...” Why did He give 
His Son? Because of sin. “. . . 
that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish...” Why would 
man perish.? Because of sin. “. , . 
but have everlasting life.” John 
3:16 is a good verse from which 
to preach a sermon on Hell, Ev- 
eryone of the prophets cried out 


against sin. Jesus preached hard 
against sin. Everyone of Paul's 
Epistles takes issue with sin. I 
wish I had time arid space to ana- 
lyze each one, but I don’t. 


I especially like to read of the 
time Paul went up to Jerusalem 
in the defense of the gospel. In 
Galatians 2:11 he tells of how he 
withstood Peter to his face in An- 
tioch because Peter was_ bringing 
the Gentiles under the bondage of 
law. I can hear old Peter after 
this meeting, talking with his 
brethren and he says: “You know, 
old Paul sure can say some hard 
things. Wonder where he gets so 
many hard sayings.” Didn’t they 
say the same of Jesus? “This is 
@ hard saying; who can hear it? 

. From that time many of his 
disciples went back, and walked 
no more with him” (John 6:60, 66). 

The great revivals of the Old 
Testament among the Israelites 
came when some one or more of 
them uncenditionally surrendered 
their life to God, and walked with 
Him constantly. The same has 
been true in the church age. Be- 
loved, it is my poor, humble, hon- 
est conviction that if we have a 
revival it is going to cost us an 
unconditionally surrendered life. 
May I be truthful in saying: “Woe 
is me if I preach not the Word!” 
So help me, God, I will preach it 
if I have to stand tied to a stake 
and watch the flames devour my 
body! 

While I was pastor of the Oko- 
lona Baptist church in Muscle 
Shoals, Alabama, I-was having a 
terrible fight with the Devil as 
to whether I should preach on a 
certain sin that was raging among 
the members of my church. This 
struggle had been going on for 
two months. I couldn’t sleep day 
or night. The only relief I could 
get was when I would get in bed, 
cover up head and ears; then I 
felt as if I were in the arms of 
Jesus. Consequently I stayed in 
bed two-thirds of my time. My 
wife couldn’t understand my lazi- 
ness. I was too shy to tell her 
my troubles, so naturally my bur- 
dens grew heavier and heavier un- 
til one day while sitting in my 
living room I got the victory. I 
| was sitting in the living room one 
afternoon just about completely 
whipped by the Devil, watching 
my pretty little blue-eyed, flaxen- 
haired ‘baby girl eating salty pea- 
nuts that her granddaddy had sent 
to her. Suddenly she raised both 
arms and faintly called in a whis- 
per, “Daddy boy! Daddy boy!” I 
ran to her, shook her, patted her 
on the back, all to no avail. Her 
little face was turning black, her 
eyes were sunken, and she was 
very faintly whispering, “Daddy 
boy! Daddy boy! I want my Dad- 
dy boy!” There on my knees I 
said, “Lord I will preach it! I 
will preach it, Lord! I will preach 
it!” .I hardly got the words out of 
my mouth when the peanut that 
had her strangled hit me right in 


the face! And with God's help, I 
will still preach it until Jesus 
comes, 
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Singing After Sinning 


(Continued from Page 1) 


the noise of them that sing do I 
hear.”’——Exod. 32:18. 


IT WAS A SONG AFTER IN- 
IQUITY—singing after sinning! 

In Psalm 69:12 we are told 
about singing: after drunkenness: 
“They that sit in the gate speak 
against me; and I wag the song 
of the drunkards.” 


In Amos 6:4-5 we are told about 
singing after lust: “That lie upon 
beds of ivory, and stretch them- 
selves upon their couches, and eat 
the lambs out of the flock, and the 
calves out of the midst of the 
stall; That chant to the sound of 
the viol, and invent to themselves 
instruments of music, like Da- 
vid.” 

In Ecclesiastes 7:5 we are. told 
of singing after folly: “The song 
of fools.” 

In the twenty-fifth chapter of I 
Samuel we have a story about 
singing after selfishness. In the 
tenth and eleventh verses we are 
told how Nabal refused wool and 
food to David after he had sent 
ten of his young men to Nabal to 
ask of him these things. From 
verse 8 we read part of what 
David told his young men to tell 
Nabal: 


“Ask thy young men, and they 
will shew thee. Wherefore let the 
young men find favour in thine 
eyes: for we come in a good day: 
give, I pray thee, whatsoever 
cometh to thine hand unto thy 
servants, and to thy son David.” 

Then in verses 10 and 11 we 
find Nabal’s answer: 

“And Nabal answereg David's 
servants, and said, Who is David? 
and who is the son of Jesse? there 
be many servants now a days that 
break away every man from his 
master. Shalj I then take my 
bread, and my water, and my flesh 
that I have killed for my shearers, 
and. give it unto men, whom I 
know not whence they be?” 

Then in verse 36 we read the 
very significant statement: 

“And Abigail came to Nabal; 
and, behold, he held a feast in his 
house, like the feast of a king; 
and Nabal’s heart was merry with- 
in him, for he was very drunken: 
wherefore she told him nothing, 
less Or more, until the morning 
light.” 

SINGING AFTER SINNING! 
Thus we see it today! 

This singing after sinning is;- 
I. Evidence of a Poor Con- 

ception of the Terror of Sin 

People sin and then sing—as 
though they had drunk nectar and 
not poison. People sin and then 
sing—as though they had opened 
refreshing springs instead of sew- 
ers. People sin and then sing—as 
though sin were gold and not 
dirt. ‘ 

Speaking of sin, Rev. A. F. Ball- 
bach says: 

“SIN begins with the hiss of the 
serpent and ends with the groan 
of the damned. At its center is 
the personal pronoun I, the ego, 
the individual who defies God's 
law, violates His justice and spurns 
His love. 

“Sin gives forth after its kind, 
death. It gloats, like the vulture, 
over the prey of its lusts and 
gulps down, like the vampire, the 


blood of its beastly appetite, Sin 
deceives, defiles, degenerates, 
dooms and damns. Sin singes, 


scorches, sears and scars. Sin stag- 
nates, suppresses, strangles and 
slays. Sin curbs and cripples. 

“Tt cuts and kills. Sin rebels, re- 
nounces, wrecks and ruins. It de- 
serts, despises and delivers to 
death. Sin derides, denounces, dis- 
courages and bring to despair. Sin 
is relentless as death, sure as the 
grave and cruel ag both. Sin is 
mighty, merciless and murderous. 
It betrays and burdens. It blights 
and blasts. 

“Sin does so much that it can- 
not all be told. But it can be heard 
in every wail of woe and beheld 
in every scene of sorrow. The car- 
nage of the battlefield, the crepe 
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on the door, and the cry of every 
broken heart tell it. The gun, the 
knife, the deadly deed, the satanic 
scheme and every unkind cutting 
word; starving babes, embondaged 
men, and the whole world’s god- 
less greed; all that in the world 
is bad, and bad as bad can be, be- 
speaks what sin is, and does, and 
evermore #hall be.” But, “thanks 
be to God, which giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 


So many seem never to learn 
that “the wages of sin is death.” 


There died in a Philadelphia 
hospital recently a woman whose 
life, properly directed, might have 
been a benediction, says a North- 
ern weekly. Of humble origin, 
though of brillidmt mind, beautiful 
and fascinating, she might have 
had a career far different from 
that she had, that of an interna- 
tional crook. But even as a girl 
she craved excitement, demanded 
thrills, and consorted with crim- 
inals. She spent years in prison. 
Finally she reformed, only to die 
soon afterward, declaring in al- 
most her last words: “The wages 
of sin is death.” 


“Chicago May,” as she was call- 
ed in police circles, offers a life 
warning to those girls who do not 
care much what they do to break 
the monotony of their lives. From 
the tragedy of her life we learn 
that excitment is not without lia- 
bility, that thrills are fraught with 
dangers. Talent, beauty and pow- 
ers of attraction can find a way 
out of the commonplace without 
descent to crime and the associa- 
tion of criminals. 


“Chicago May” got back on the 
right track when it was too late. 
Hundreds, yes, thousands, never 
get back—they die as they have 
lived, human failures. “The wages 
of sin is death.” ’ 


In this text we find— 


II. Evidence of Forgetfulness 
of the Day When We Reap 
What We Sow 


The new biography of Benedict 
Arnold tells us of the. despair 
of the traitor’s final days, of the 
remorse that gnawed his heart, 
the agony that filled his life. Yet 
no arbitrary decree was imposed 
upon Arnold. He himself plotted 
thé surrender of interests commit- 
ted to him as a general. He him- 
self planned the stratagem that 
ended in the capture and execution 
of Andre. Arnold received $30,000 
in gold for hig treachery. Having 
gone over to the enemy, he placed 
himself at the head of a band 
of English troops and went forth 
to pillage the homes of his old 
friends and destroy the towns and 
villages of his boyhood. . 

He sowed avarice and of avarice 
he reaped $30,000. He sowed dis- 
trust in America; he reaped dis- 
trust from the Englishmen who 
had bought his honor. He sowed 
treason; he reaped infamy. He 
sowed contempt for the colonists, 
and dying he reaped the contempt 
of his old friends who counted 
his body carrion. For the har- 
vests of the soul represent not 
arbitrary decrees, but the work- 
ings of natural laws. If Ceres, 
the goddess of harvests, makes 
the sheaf to reap the seed, CON- 
SCIENCE, recalling man’s ca- 
reer, ordains that like produces 
like. ‘What a man soweth, that 
shall he also reap’ is the law 
of nature and of God! As to 
growth in seed and shrub, like pro- 
duces like. He who sows wheat 
reaps wheat, not tares. He who 
plants grapes receives a purple 
cluster, not a bunch. of thorns 
or thistles. He who sows honor 
shall reap confidence. He who 

(Continued on Page T) 
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sows frankness shall reap open- 
ness. No Peabody sowing industry 
and thrift reaps the harvest of 
indolence and idleness. The heroes 
of the Old Testament are com- 
mon people capitalized. What is 
unique in the experience of these 
sons Of greatness holds true of all 
. of lesser rank. The career of one 
of these giants is a pictoria] ex- 
hibition of this principle of the 
spiritual harvest. 


Young Jacob was shrewd, crafty 
and full of foresight. If Esau, his 
brother, was a “hail fellow well 
met,” the child of his impulses, 
Jacob was a diplomat and very 
wily. One day when the father, 
Isaac, was blind and old, Esau 
grew restless, and at last went 
away with his companions; for he 
dearly loved to hunt. In that hour 
ambition tempted Jacob and ava- 
rice led him away. Advantaging 
himself of his brother’s absence, 
Jacob used the skin of a kid to 
make his hands hairy, like the 
hands of Esau, and, simulating the 
brother’s voice, he extorted from 
his dying father those tokens that, 
according to the Eastern custom, 
made him a successor to his fath- 
er’s title, wealth and power. 


Full two score years passed 
swiftly by and the deceit seems 
to have brought in large money 
returns to crafty Jacob. But si- 
lently nature was working out the 
harvest of retribution, through the 
law of heredity that makes sons 
repeat the qualities of their fath- 
er. When Jacob was now ad- 
vanced in years his ten sons be- 
gan to develop craftiness, and 
soon they plowed great furrows of 
care in the father’s face. In those 
days of care his young son, Jo- 
seph, stole into Jacob’s heart like 
a sweet ‘sunbeam, and, with his 
open, loving ways, filled his’ fath- 
er’s heart with gladness. When the 
elder brothers knew Jacob had 
given Joseph a coat of many 
colors they remembered the craft 
of their father in his early ca- 
reer. When the herds and flocks 
were scattered widely over the 
hills one evening, I think Simeon 
sent out messengers and called his 
brothers together for a conference. 
In that hour he said: “Wist ye not 
how our father, being a younger 
son, supplanted his elder brother, 
Esau? And behold his craft will 
now make his younger child, Jo- 
seph, to supplant his elder broth- 
ers! Do you not remember how 
our father, Jacob, took a kid and 
made his hands like unto the hands 
of Esau? Let us now take a kid 
and make its blood represent the 
bloog and death of Joseph. What |! 
Jacob did for his father, Isaac, let 
his sons do to their father, Ja- 
cob.” 


Thus, with subtle irony, nature 
made the man’s sins to come back 
to him. A boy, Jacob, deceived 
his father; now, grown gray and 
old, his boys brought their father 
an armful of deceits. In that hour 
when Reuben and Simeon held up 
the coat of many colors, all red 
with blood, great nature might 
have whispered to Jacob: “It is 
the blood of that kid that you 
slew for deceiving your father re- 
turning to enable your sons to 
deceive you.” For, having sowed 
deceit, deceit also and stratagem 
Jacob reaped. Himself a son, he 
thrust a dart into his father’s 
heart. Become a father, he found 
his ten sons had become archers, 
skilled with darts that filled their 
father’s heart with agony. For 
nature loves justice; her rule is 
law; sometimes her rod is iron. 


In Proverbs 1:24 we are told, 
“Because I have called, and ye 
refused; I have stretcheg out my 
hand, and no man regarded.” 

In Daniel Webster’s words of 
disappointed ambition, “I still 
live,” we gee that a statesman 
sows what he reaps. 

In Goethe’s fearful cry for “more 
light” we see that the poet who 
sows darkness sha}l reap dark- 
ness, 

In Lord Byron’s piteous “I must 
sleep now” we see that he who 
sows morbidness and passion reaps 
feverishness and shame. 

The law ig inexorable. He who 
s0ws foul thoughts shall reap the 
foul countenance of a fiend. He 
who sows pure thoughts shall reap 
the sweetness and nobility of the 
face of Fra Angelico. He who 
sows reflection shall reap wisdom. 


—_ 


He who sows sympathy shall reap 
love. The good Samaritan who 
sows tenderness to the man 
wounded by the wayside shall reap 
tenderness when angels stoop to 
bind up his broken heart. 


Sowing the seed by the daylight 
fair, 

Sowing the seed by the noonday 
giare, 

Sowing the seed by the fading 
light, 

Sowing the seed in the solemn 
night; 


Oh, what shall the harvest be? 
Oh, what shall the harvest be? 


Sowing the seed by the wayside 
high, 

Sowing the seed on the rocks to 
die, 

Sowing the seed where the thorns 
will spoil, 

Sowing the seed in the fertile soil; 

Oh, what shall the harvest be? 

Oh, what shall the harvest be? 


Sowing the seed of a lingering 
pain, 
Sowing the seed of a maddened 
brain, 
Sowing the seed of a tarnished 
name, 


Sowing the seed of eternal shame; 
Oh, what shall the harvest be? 
Oh, what shall the harvest be? 


Sowing the seed of an aching 
heart, 

Sowing the seed while the tear- 
drops start, 

Sowing in hope till the reapers 
come, 

Gladly to gather the harvest home; 

Oh, what shall the harvest be? 

Oh, what shall the harvest be? 

This singing after sinning is 


(il. Evidence of Disregard of 
Damage Done Others 


“But the Philistines took him, 
and put out his eyes, and brought 
him down to Gaza, and bound him 
with fetters of brass; and he did 
grind in the prison house. Howbeit 
the hair of his haid began to grow 
again after he was shaven. Then 
the lords of the Philistines gath- 
ered them together for to offer a 
great sacrifice unto Dagon their 
god, and to rejoice: for they said, 
Our god hath delivered Samson 
our enemy into our hand.’’—Judges 
16:21-23. 

1. There are hese who put 
wrong influences on children—and 
then go singing on their way. They 


forget that God says: “And who- { 


soever shall offend one of these 
little ones that believe in me, it is 
better for him that gq millstone 
were hanged about his neck, and 
he were cast into the sea” (Mark 
9:42). 

2. There are those who drink 
their liquor and go on their way 
singing—sometimes hiccoughingly 
singing, sometimes drunkenly sing- 
ing. They forget that a pint of 
liquor often hag a barrel of woes 
in it. They forget that Proverbs 
23:32 says: “At the last it biteth 
like a serpent, and stingeth like 
an adder.” 

3. There are those who go sing- 
ing on their way after offering 
their neighbor drink. They forget 
that God says: “Woe unto him 
that giveth his neighbor drink, 
that puttest thy bottle to him, 
and makest him drunken also, 
that thou mayest look on their 
nakedness!” (Hab. 2:15). 

4. There are those who steal and 
then go on their way singing. 
They forget that dirty money and 
dishonest money cause curses. 

5. There are those who lie— 
and then go on their way singing. 


jhow ‘Timotheus 


They forget that a lie besmirches 
and is usually found out. 


6. There are those who curse 
and go on their way singing— 
singing profanely. They forget 
that God will not hold them guilt- 
less who taketh His name in 
vain. 


7. There are those who mis- 
treat parents and go on their way 
singing, disregarding the heart 
ache they have caused. They for- 
get that sowing misery in others’ 
hearts will bring them misery and 
bitter memories later on. 


Three ghosts met upon a lonesome 
road 
And spake each to one another, 
How came that red stain upon 
your mouth? 
From eating of forbidden fruit, 
Brother, my brother. 


Three ghosts met upon a windy 
‘road 

And spake each to one another, 

How came that burn upon your 
foot? 

I stamped a neighbor’s hearth- 
flame out, 

Brother, my brother. 


Three ghosts met upon a darkened 
road 

And spake each to one another, 

How came that red strain upon 

your hand no dust nor ash 

may cover? 

From breaking of a woman's heart, 

Brother, my brother. 


This singing after sinning is— 
EV. Evidence of Prostitution 


of Music 


Music and song are great. The 
morning stars sang together at 
creation. Troy’s walls were rear- 
ed to the sound of lyres. Jericho 
fell to the music of trumpets. 
And mythology tells of Orpheus 
taming wild beasts and wilder 
hell by his -compelling harp. And 
literature speaks of the Sphinx 
breaking into song at the rays of 
the rising sun. And history tells 
with wondrous 
harmony subdued the riotous Al- 
exander—and with a _ skilful 
change of chords displaced upon 
the monarch’s lips a sigh of pity 
with a curse of hate. 

History also tells us how Elea- 
nor’s troubadours at Antioch be- 
witched the Syrian air with the 
ballads of the South and lightened 
the horrors of the second crusade. 


The Bible tells us how David 
drew from his harp a music that 
dispelled the gloom about the brow 
of Saul and flooded Israél’s pal- 
aces with the laughter of mu- 
sic and the joy of song. 


What a shame that such a 
glorious power should be used, or 
song indulged in, to create forget- 
fulness after sin or to drown the 
voice of conscience! 


The Bible is the most majestic 
pipe organ ever known, beyond the 
ancient fame of Harlem or the 
temple, beyond the latest miracle 
of pipes and stops and keyboards 
and electric connections. Behold 
this marvelous instrument that 
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stirs tidal emotiong in every be- 
lieving soul. 


Examine the banked manuals, 
@ch with its octaves of black and 
white, of threat and promise. The 
Pedal Organ of the Pentateuch, 
ponderous with commandments: 


the Great Organ of the Prophets, 
with avalanches of dream and 
destiny; the Celestia] Organ of 
the Psalms, thrilling with inward 
yearning and exaltation; then the 
Angelic Organ of the Gospels, 
melodious with unearthly strains 
of happiness; the Choir Organ of 
the Epistles, with their pentecostal 
and missionary choral responses; 
and finally the Echo Organ of the 
apocalypse, whose trumpets of 
destiny and harps of bliss rever- 
berate to the farthest aisles of the 
cathedral of time. Observe, if you 
will, the extraordinary number and 
variety of pipes; the diapasons and 
bourdons of Genesis and Isaiah; 
the violins and violas of Matthew 
and Luke; the trumpets of Joshua: 
the flutes of Amos; the piccolo of 
Obadiah; the harp of David; the 
clarinets of Jeremiah: the trom- 
bones of Paul; the cellos of John. 
How intertwined and coupled by 
prophecies and histories, a hundred 
golden and scarlet threads tying 
into one symphonic organism this 
blessed miracle and miracle work- 
er! 


The organist comes to the con- 
sole; he stretches his gifted fing- 
ers lightly over the tremulous 
ivory. The sigh of the invisible 
Spirit begins to breathe through 
al] the expectant instrument. Our 
organist today may be a Spur- 
geon, or a Wesley, or a Parker. 
Or a Brooks, or a Jowett, or a 
Beecher. 


Now for a few arpeggios; some 
chords and modulations of gather- 
ing power; an intertwining of 
melodies from some of those sweet 
old chapters; then a great rise of 
harmonic sequence; pastoral pip- 
ings; thunders from Sinai; a 
rhapsody in the garden; a thren- 
ody at the cross; the song of the 
lark above the battle clouds, the 
crash of systems, empires, worlds: 
dreams and visions, hope and 
fears; sin, salvation, experience 


faith, hope, love, patience, glory, 
Heaven! 

So floods forth the music of the 
Spirit from the Organ of God’s 
Word, when played upon by some 
divinely-stirred musician. 


But now I would have you No 
tice — 


V. A Better Thought 

Many have sung after salvation 
from sinning. 

David said: “He hath put a new 
song in my mouth, even praise un- 
to our God.” 

I hear Paul and Silag singing 
and praying at midnight, and God 
sent an earthquake to burst the 
prison walls of Philippi. I hear 
the Christian martyrs singing in 
the labyrinths of the catacombs 
their hymns of praise to Christ 
as God. I hear St. Chrysostom, the 
golden-mouthed preacher of Con- 
Sstantinople, singing the Athana- 
sian ereed into the hearts of Arian 
worshippers. I hear the voice of 
hymns above the roar of the wild 
beasts in the Colosseum at Rome. 
I hear St. Francis singing by the 
wayside. I hear the missionaries 
of the cross singing overseas and 
amid heathen lands. I hear the 
six thousand hymns of Charles 
Wesley, as the Methodist revival 


cleanses the Augean stable of 
Engiand’s unbelief. I hear the 
voice of Ira Sankey singing, 


“There were ninety and nine that 
safely lay.” I hear the golden 
throat of Jenny Lind, the Swed- 
ish Nightingale, singing, ‘Home, 
Sweet Home.” I hear Fanny Cros- 
by, the blind singer of America, 
singing, “Blessed Assurance.” I 
hear the majestic roll-of St. Greg- 
ory’s stern chant. I hear the or- 
chestra on the Titanic playing as 
the fated ship goes down, “Nearer, 
My God, to Thee.” I hear poor 
blind Matheson singing, “O Love 
That Wilt Not Let Me Go.” I hear 
the tribulations of the saints and 
the victories of the redeemed. I 
hear them marching to the chorus 
of “Onward, Christian Soldiers.” 
I see them kneeling at sunset, 
singing, “Abide With Me, Fast 
Falls the Eventide.” I hear them 
singing still in the hour of death 
that simple faith and noble cour- 


(Continued on Page 8) 
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Many Comments 


on Y.F.C. Article 


By the Editor 
Recently this editor had an article in The Sword of tif 
Lord on Youth for Christ. We invited friendly criticism or 


comments. The response has 


A Youth for Christ director in the East writes: 


been very gratifying. 
“Your 


article on Youth for Christ in the August sixteen issue of 
The Sword of the Lord was of great interest to me. May I 
congratulate you upon the stand you have taken in the face 
of the great popularity of this movement. I am in full ac- 
cord with most of the points you stressed in your article. 


“My constant prayer to the Lord 
has been that the movement will 
be Christ-centered rather than 
frivolity-centered.” 


The same man adds, “My own 
personal experience as director of 
the —— Youth for Christ 
has been to show me my short- 
comings in this type of work.” He 


is entering a Bible Institute for 
further Bible training, to prepare 
for full-time work. 

Another Youth for Christ di- 
rector from Ohio writes: “I have 
only favorable comment to make 


on your timely message in the Au- 
gust 16 issue of The Sword of the 
Lord on Youth for Christ. I pray 
that all Youth for Christ leaders 
will have opportunity to ‘read that 
message. The program our ———— 
Y. F. C. uses is plain; forty-five 
minutes for a brisk song service, 
special numbers and testimonies, 
all fast moving. The speaker, al- 
ways the main feature, is given all 
the time he desires for his mes- 
sage and invitation. We are be- 
ing blessed with many confessions 
ef faith.” 

Readers will remember that we 
suggested the Youth for Christ 
movement, now being’ greatly 
blessed of God, ought to give more 
emphasis to Bible prc@*hing, and 
plenty of time for preaching and 
for an invitation. 

Another man who has been the 
ehairman of the Youth for Christ 
movement in his community said 
he had only the highest praise for 
Youth for Christ leaders, whom 
he knows personally, but that “the 
placing of entertainment (‘sancti- 
fied frolic’) above the message and 
work of the Holy Spirit just isn’t 
good sense.” He says he longs to 
gee, quoting my article, “more em- 
phasis on serious matters, as sin 
and Hell and judgment and salva- 
tion.”’ 

Another Youth for Christ leader 
writes that he has certainly profit- 
ei by the article and that, by the 
Lord's help, “he plans to improve 
the Youth for Christ program for 
which he is responsible, 

A prominent Youth for Christ 
leader of the Northwest writes: 
"Your article in the Sword, 


‘YOUTH FOR CHRIST,’ is time- 
ly. How I have longed for some- 
one to speak out on these prob- 
lems, someone who could command 
a hearing. I am flow in hearty ac. 
cord with practically everything 
you have said, and if I could have 
access to the mailing list, I would 
gladly pay for the sending of that 
article to every director.” 


An overseas veteran, a Chris- 
tian, writes, “When I came back 


from overseas, I was happy to 
see this movement with its aim 
to reach young people. But just 


as you brought out in your paper, 
it seemed to lack something ... In 
many cases I have become bored 
with so much preliminary, and 
have rather thought the unsaved 

. . have felt the same way. It 
geems in many cases that the chief 
aim is to ‘run a show-boat’ rather 
than a ‘life-boat.’ ” 


A Christian woman writes say- 
ing that many, many people of her 
area were deeply grieved when 
Charles E. Fuller was on a Youth 
for Christ program and did not 
have adequate time to preach the 
gospel and no time to give an in- 
vitation, 


Let us emphasize again that all 
of us thank God for the wonderful 
work Youth for Christ has done. 
We pray that the leaders will have 
wisdom from Heaven and that the 
movement will prosper more and 
more. But thoughtful leaders ev- 
erywhere seem agreed that there 
ought to be more Bible preaching, 
more emphasis on the Word of 
Gol, and not so much on enter- 
tainment, 


We have received two letters 
unfavorable to the article on 
Youth for Christ in The Sword of 
the Lord. One man, wrote to say 
that he thought thirty minutes’ 
preaching was enough for anybody 
and he preferred more of the good- 
time program. Another wrote to 
say he felt the suggestions were 
needed, but he felt they ought not 
to have been printed lest someone 
should think there were disagree- 


ment among Christians. We had 
no other unfavorable criticisms, 


Singing After Sinning 


(Continued from Page 7) 

age of Newman, “Lead, Kindly 
Light, amid the encircling gloom.” 

A brief silence, then again I 
hear a host which no man can 
mumber, of every tribe and nation, 
fm every age and tongue, singing 
that great home-coming song, “‘Je- 
rusalem the Golden, with milk and 
honey blest.” 

And finally, in a blessed chorus 
which catches up all life’s majors 
fm one overwhelming harmony, I 


bapagst the angels and the redeemed 
of God around the throne singing 
the song of Moses and of the 
Lamb. 


Other refuge have I none; 
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee: 
Leave, ah, leave me not alone, 
Still support and comfort me! 
AH my trust in Thee is stayed, 
All my help from Thee I bring; 
Cover my defenseless head 
| With the shadow of Thy wing. 
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but many others wrote approval 
who cannot be quoted here, 


In closing, I can hardly refrain 
from quoting two other men, not 
Youth for Christ leaders. A dis- 
tinguished author and evangelist, 
now retired, writes, “God bless you 
for this, your gentle admonition to 
twentieth century Timothys.” An- 
other evangelis® nationally known 
and used in great union campaigns, 
writes, “I want to commend you 
on the sweet spirit, clear analysis, 
and warm, Christ-like suggestions 
in the article on the Youth for 
Christ movement in this week’s 


issue. There eould be no just 
criticism, and I predict # will be 
a rich blessing.” 


The Sword Fulfills 
a Great Need 


I first became acquainted with 
your paper while serving with the 
United States Army overseas, A 
Christian friend, thoughtfully, sent 
several issues to me. I spent many 
blessed hours reading the inspiring 


articles and looking up the scrip- 
tural references, Although the pa- 
pers were old when I received 
them, the message in them did 
not grow old, but continued to be 
alive and uplifting. 


Your paper certainly helped me 
to keep my thoughts and my ac- 
tions centered on Christ Jesua, 
thus overcoming the sin and temp- 
tation that was so prevalent over 
there. 
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evangelism is coming back! 


revival work. 
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and music for the revival. 


peal for real, 


ago. 


Some of these strong chapters 
were addresses given at the Sword 
Conference on Evangelism at Winona 
Lake in 1945. Other chapters were 
written by Dr. Robert J. Wells and 
Dr. John R. Rice to make the book 
labor 
thousands of dollars of expense have 
gone into the preparation of this big 
The book has four hundred 
pages, size 8x5% inches and is ap- 
proximately 2 inches thick. 


Here Are the Twenty-Five 
Thrilling Chapters: 


1. The Kind of Revival We Need. 14. 
2. God's Plan for a Revival. 15. 
3. The High Cost of Revival. 16 
4. Preparing Christians for Revival. 

5. God’s Program: Saving Sinners. 

6. Clearing the Way for God. 

7. The Only Person God-Can Use for Re- 


10. The Kind of Preaching 


12 How to Give the Invitation or How I 23. 


Reviews and Commendations on This Book 


“Through this book revival fire flames. Holy 
Ghost power pulsates, and concern for the lost 
This book is more than How to 
It is revival on paper. One can- 
not read this book thoughtfully without having 
his soul blessed and his heart stirred with de- 


“There is nothing fanatical, sensational or ab- 
solutely new in this book, but only a might re- 
emphasizing of those basic Scriptural principles 
and methods so well-known to all New Testa- 
ment Christians. I can heartily recommend this 
book to all who hunger for revivals, or pray 
for revivals, or who wish to do something to 
bring about revivals. I could wish that every 
in America might read 
this book.’”-—-FARIS D. WHITESELL, M. A., 
TH. D., D.D., Professor Homiletics, Evangelism, 
Pastoral Theology, Northern Baptist Seminary, 


is a text book on revival for which 
Christians everywhere have eagerly been wait- 
ing. As I read it, my heart was stirred again 
as in revival days of years ago. 
into the hands of pastors throughout the 
country, there would be local church revivals 
everywhere and the way would be paved for 


“It is in mass evangelism that Christians are ° 
led to do personal work, and thank God, mass 
The days of White- 
field and Moody may soon be here again. 
other method ever has or ever will work. It 
was as flaming evangelists that the early Meth- 
odist preachers came to this country, and re- 
vival fires broke out on’ every side. 


“In every address the church is challenged to 
return to the days of the apostles. 
read like chapters from the Book of Acts. The 
passionate appeal in the very first chapter is 
worth the price of ‘the entire book. 


“Here are messages on the kind, the plan, and 
the cost of revival; on the place of prayer and 
preaching in revival; on the work of the Holy 
Spirit and the problem of sin in connection with 
Here, too, are instructions in de- 
on organization, preparation, 
There are altogether 
twenty-five addresses, each one a passionate ap- 
old-fashioned, Heaven-sent re- 
vival,”—-OSWALD J. SMITH, D.D., Litt.D., Pas- 
tor, People’s Church, Toronto, Canada. 


“These addresses rank with the Lectures on 
Revival by Charles G. Finney, published years 
... H, A. IRONSIDE, Litt.D., D.D., Pastor 
Moody Memorial Church, Chicago, 


HOW TO HAVE A REVIVAL 


A GREAT NEW BOOK ON REVIVALS. BY 
SIX OF AMERICA’S LEADING EVANGELISTS 


Dr. Hyman Appelman, Dr. Bob 
Jones, Sr., Dr: Joe Henry Hankins, 
Dr. Jesse M. Hendley, Dr. Robert J. 
John R. 
here united in preparing 25 chap- 


Rice have 


and 


17. How Jesus, 


vival. 
8. The Kind of a Message Needed for Re- 19. 

Vivai. Spirit, 
9. Why Preach Against Sin? . 20. 


Needed in a 21. 


paign. 
If it could be 


No 


In fact, they 


per. 


advertising 


Personal Work in a Revival, 
The Place of Prayer in Revivals. 


. How and Why God Tests Our Faith 
and What to Do About It. 


With the Holy Spirit. 
18. “Be Filled With the Spirit.” 
The Results of Being Filled with the 


Preparing for Union Revivals. 

How to Organize for Union Evangel- 
istic Campaigns. 

22. Advertising and Delegations. 

A Visitation Program. 

24. Music and the Revival. 

25. Conserving the Results of a Revival, 


Who Needs This Book? 


Every pastor needs it. Here is the 
secret of passion and power in revival 
preaching and planning and praying. 
Here are ways and means and methods 
that have been used in great revivals. 
Here one will learn how to preach to 
bring conviction and to bring results, 
will learn how to give the invitation, 
how to advertise and promote revivals. 


Certainly the committees who plan 
great union revivals will need this book. 
Here is detailed instructions for the 
important committees for the cam- 
Here are warnings about pit- 
falls which have caused the relative 
failure of many campaigns. 


Evangelists will certainly need this 
book and treasure it highly. We be- 
lieve that God will use this book to 
show the way to revival and to enlist 
evangelists more than any book written 
in recent years. 


Gospel song leaders will need the 
book, too. So will advance men, organ- 
izers and other helpers of Evangelists. 


Only four thousand copies were 
printed because of the shortage of pa- 
They are going rapidly, 

Price $3.00. 


Order your copy today from your 
book seller or 


Sword of the Lord Publishers 


214 West Wesley Street 
Wheaton, Illinois 
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